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It gives me great pleasure to thank the Malaysian English Language Teaching Association (MELTA) for 

co-hosting the 2nd National Research Conference in English Language Education with the Institute of 

Teacher Education, Tuanku Bainun Campus in Penang for the second time. 

Congratulations on a successful and well organised conference. The success of this conference clearly 

goes deeply beyond the Upholding Bahasa Malaysia and Strengthening English (MBMMBI) policy 

under the Malaysian Education Blueprint 2013-2025. It also enhances the research culture in English 

Language education and provide a high-quality academic platform for the English language 

teaching and learning community to embrace the Malaysian English Language Roadmap (2015-

2025). All of these will change the landscape of English language teaching and learning practices in 

Malaysia at micro and macro levels. 

Finally, I sincerely hope that this conference will deliberate on the different facets in research of the 

English language education, in a warm and friendly environment. 

I wish you a productive and enjoyable conference. 

 

 

 

Dr. Hajah Rusmini binti Ku Ahmad 

Rector 

Institute of Teacher Education Malaysia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Message from 

DR. HAJAH RUSMINI BINTI KU AHMAD 

Rector 

Institute of Teacher Education Malaysia 
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The philosophy of research driven teaching has become the clarion call for all educators including 

those in English language Education. The role of local research is becoming increasingly important in 

the field of English language teaching and learning particularly because much of the existing and 

emerging teaching approaches and methodologies are from English speaking countries and native 

speaker researchers. Ironically, statistics show that the English language is spoken by more non-native 

speakers in countries outside English first language contexts than ever before.  

MELTA places great emphasis on promoting research in English language education and continues to 

push forward the agenda for objective decision making based on data not only for micro-level 

practices in schools and in the classrooms but very importantly for policies and strategies instituted 

nationally to direct English language education in the country. MELTA has pursued this agenda is 

exemplified by organizing the MELTA International Research Conference in English Language 

Education annually for the last eight years. We are pleased that our pursuit of research and 

development has become the catalyst for this agenda to be taken up by other organisations and 

institutions.  

Within MELTA, we record our recognition and commendation to the MELTA Penang Chapter for its 

initiative and endevour to promote ELE research by organizing the inaugural National Research in 

English Language Education Conference for the second consecutive year in 2019. Organised in 

collaboration with the Tuanku Bainun Teacher Education Institute of Malaysia, NRCELE is one of a kind 

national event that promotes research and scholarship in English language education. The ability of 

this event to attract so many researchers and participants in 2018 and 2019 not only reflects that 

thriving research culture in Malaysia but also the growing confidence of Malaysian researchers to share 

their research publicly.  

The success of MELTA events is always anchored in the partnerships we forge. MELTA is proud that the 

MELTA Penang Chapter has partnered with the Institute of Teacher Education Tuanku Bainun Campus 

to organize this inaugural NORCELE. On behalf of MELTA I would like to thank the Director of Institute of 

Teacher Education Tuanku Bainun Campus and Mrs. Laysee Gregory , Chair of the MELTA Penang 

Chapter and her outstanding team for this educationally enriching event.    

To all the participants of NRCELE 2019, I wish you a fruitful and enjoyable conference. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Ganakumaran Subramaniam 

President, MELTA  

Message from 

PROF. DR. GANAKUMARAN SUBRAMANIAM 

President  

Malaysian English Language Teaching Association 
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Welcome to the 2nd National Research Conference in English Language (NRCELE) 2019. We are indeed 

honoured to be given the opportunity to co-host NRCELE 2019 with the Malaysian English Language 

Teaching Association (MELTA) for the second time. 

Our organising committee has prepared a line-up of distinguished speakers who will shed light on 

research and issues that shape English Language in Education 4.0. We hope you will take this 

opportunity to share, celebrate and together create new paradigms for the English Language 

fraternity in Malaysia. Indeed, this research conference is aimed at bringing together students, 

researchers and practitioners to share their research, innovations and contributions towards the 

success of our profession through poster presentations and a forum. 

I strongly believe that this conference will offer participants a platform to discover and exchange new 

ideas, reacquaint with colleagues, meet new friends that help foster new partnerships and 

collaborations. 

I sincerely hope that you will find the conference and your stay in Penang both valuable and 

memorable. 

 

Mohd. Saat bin Abas 

Director 

Institute of Teacher Education 

Tuanku Bainun Campus 

 

 

 

 

  

Message from 

MR. MOHD. SAAT BIN ABAS 

Director 

Institute of Teacher Education  

Tuanku Bainun Campus 
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Welcome to the 2nd National Research Conference in English Language (NRCELE 2019). Penang is the 

perfect location for NRCELE 2019 to serve as a national forum for English Language researchers to 

exchange and share their experiences, ideas, and latest innovation in English Language Education. 

This year we received almost 100 presenters and 150 participants nationwide. All of the abstract 

submissions were reviewed by four academics who are mainly members of the MELTA Penang 

Chapter. 

Last year, the winners of the inaugural NORCELE 2018 poster competition also took part and won the 

awards at the 8th Melta International Research Conference in English Language Education, Kuala 

Lumpur, winning the Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards respectively. 

The excellent collaboration of the 2nd NRCELE 2019 is the result of diligent effort from approximately 30 

conference organizers from the Institute of Teacher Education Tuanku Bainun Campus and the MELTA 

Penang Chapter committee. A special mention of my appreciation goes to Ms. Yeoh Hee Hee and 

Dr. Tarsame Singh Masa Singh for their outstanding contribution in the planning and the success of this 

conference. I am also very grateful to have distinguished featured speakers, Professor Dr. 

Ganakumaran Subramaniam of the University of Nottingham, Professor Stephen J. Hall of Sunway 

University, Dr. Lee Su Kim, Author & Education Consultant and Assistant Professor Dr. Henry M. Koge of 

the University of Nottingham.  

I would also like to express our gratitude to the MELTA Malaysia Exco Members for rendering their 

services and coordinating many conference decisions.  

Finally, I would also like to thank Oxford Fajar Sdn. Bhd. for their ongoing support, and we look forward 

to their continuing support of MELTA. 

I sincerely hope you will enjoy NRCELE 2019! 

 

 

Laysee Gregory       

MELTA Penang Chapter Leader   

 

  

Message from 

                                                       Mrs.  Laysee Gregory 

MELTA Penang Chapter Leader 
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MELTA PENANG CHAPTER COMMITTEE 

 

From right: Laysee Gregory (Leader), Ms. Yeoh Hee Hee (Secretary) 

Second row right: Dr. Mah Boon Yih, Dr. Tarsame Singh, Mr. Zulkefli Ibrahim 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Penang Chapter’s role is to collaborate with MELTA Malaysia to strengthen the importance of 

English Language in Malaysia and abroad. We are a vital link between primary and secondary school 

English language teachers, State Education Departments, District Education Departments, 

academicians, undergraduate as well as postgraduate students.  

MISSION 

We assist MELTA Malaysia on improving the quality and enjoyment of English language through 

professional development, research and fostering good practices in ELT. 

VISION 

To assist MELTA Malaysia to become the national authority for knowledge, research, consultation and 

expertise in English language teaching in Malaysia. 

MOVING FORWARD 

In order to achieve our goals, the 2nd NRCELE 2019 is organised to encourage more teachers, 

educators, academicians and students to take part in this National conference. We hope that MELTA 

PENANG will make a mark especially in the northern region to assist EL teachers from rural and urban 

schools, and all the EL professional communities in colleges and universities. 
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ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

 

Advisors:  Professor Dr. Ganakumaran Subramaniam 

  President of Malaysian English Language Teaching Association (MELTA) 

             

                        Mr. Mohd. Saat bin Abas  

                        Director, Institute of Teacher Education Tuanku Bainun Campus, Penang 

                        

                       Mr. Haji Abdul Latif bin Mustanuddin (Head of Language Department) 

 

Chairs: Ms. Zuriati bin Sabaruddin (Deputy Head of Language Department) 

                        Mrs. Laysee Gregory (MELTA Penang Chapter Leader) 

Secretary: Dr. Tarsame Singh A/L Masa Singh (MELTA Penang) 

Treasurer: Ms. Yeoh Hee Hee (MELTA Penang) 

 

Presenter & Participant Management Opening/Closing Ceremony & Speeches 

Mr. Baratithasan A/L Narayanasamy  Mrs. Dayang Maheran bt Ahmad  

Ms. Sim Seng Wan  Mr. Eng Lean Teik   

Mrs. Jurina bt Ibrahim  Dr. Corinne Vong Siu Phern 

Mrs. Haryasindra bt Mohd Yakin  

 

Ms. Teo Lai Yong  

Abstract Selection/ Poster Presentation Sponsorship/Exhibition Booths 

Dr. Tarsame Singh A/L Masa Singh (MELTA 

Penang) 

Mrs. Nor Ashikin H’ng Abdullah 

Dr. Siti Rohani bt Mohd Zain Ms. Teo Lai Yong 

Dr. Mah Boon Yih (MELTA Penang)  

Website, Multimedia & Photography 

Dr. Hj. Sajap b Maswan  

Mr. Zulkefli b Ibrahim (MELTA Penang)  

Logistics & Material Management Mrs. Nor Amizul Fazura bt Abdul Jalil  

Mr. Shahril b Wanteh Mr. Farizan b Yusop 

Mr. Ahmad Kamal b Abd Ghani  Mr. Mohd. Ikhram b Roslan 

Mrs. Norhayati bt Mohd Noor  

 

Programme Book 

Meals & Refreshments 

Ms. Hajah Hanunah bt Ahmad Shah 

Dr. Usharani A/P Shanmugasundaram 

Ms. Yeoh Hee Hee (MELTA Penang) 

Ms. Siti Fatimah bt Annuar 

Ms. Wong Chu Hui  

 

Publicity/Invitations/Documentation 

 Mr. Hj. Aminuddin b Abd Yazid 

Competition Judging Ms. Tam Lye Suan (MELTA) 

Dr. Parameswari Jaganathan (MELTA) Ms. Jurina bt Ibrahim 

Dr. Cheah Swi Ee (MELTA)   

Dr. Sivabala Naidu (MELTA)  

  

  

  



   

10 

 

 

NRCELE 2019 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

 

Time  Event & Venue  

7.30 a.m. - 8.30 a.m  REGISTRATION of Presenters & Participants 

Mounting of Posters by Presenters  

Aminuddin Baki Hall 

Secretariat Room (Judges briefing @ 8am) 

 

8.30 a.m. - 9.00 a.m.  OPENING CEREMONY  

Aminuddin Baki Hall 

 

9.00 a.m – 10.45 a.m.  POSTER PRESENTATION  

Aminuddin Baki Hall 

 

9.00 a.m. - 10.00 a.m.  Coffee Break 

Presenters/Participants – Canopy 

Guests & VIPs - VIP Dining Room 

 

10.45 a.m. – 11.45 a.m. 

 

 

WORKSHOP 1  

Professor Dr Ganakumaran Subramaniam  

How to succeed in a Viva   

Venue: Aminuddin Baki Hall 

 

WORKSHOP 2  

Professor Stephen J Hall 

Educated in Deep Doctorate land:  

A personal narrative and workshop for thriving while 

researching 

Venue: Tun Hamdan Hall 

 

12.00 noon. – 1.00 p.m  WORKSHOP 3    

Dr. Lee Su Kim 

Challenges & Opportunities in Qualitative Research 

Venue: Aminuddin Baki Hall 

 

WORKSHOP 4 

Assistant Professor Dr. Henry Mpako Koge 

Differences between Findings, Discussion & Conclusion 

Venue: Tun Hamdan Hall 

 

1.00 p.m. - 2.00 p.m.  LUNCH  

Presenter/Participants - Canopy 

Guests & VIPs – VIP Dining Room 

SUBMISSION OF RESULTS – Secretariat Room 

 

2.00 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.  FORUM  - What makes an award winning poster 

Aminuddin Baki Hall  

 

3.30 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.       AWARD PRESENTATION & CLOSING CEREMONY  

Aminuddin Baki Hall 
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PANEL OF JUDGES 

  
Professor Dr. Ganakumaran Subramaniam (JURY) 

     University Of Nottingham Malaysia Campus 

Professor Stephen J Hall 

     Sunway University Malaysia 

Assistant Professor Dr. Henry M. Koge 

    University Of Nottingham Malaysia Campus 

Dr. Lee Su Kim 

    Malaysian Author & Consultant 

Dr. Paramaswari Jaganathan 

     University Science of Malaysia (Chief Judge)      

Dr. Cheah Swi Ee (Asst. Chief Judge) 

     Director of Special Events, MELTA Malaysia 

Dr. Sivabala Naidu  

     Taylor’s College, Kuala Lumpur.  

Mr. Aslam Khan 

     ERICAN Education Group 

YM Datin Dr Raja Mazuin Raja Aziz 

     IPG Kampus Bahasa-bahasa Antarabangsa 

Dr. Mah Boon Yih 

      Universiti Teknologi Mara Penang 

Dr. Rabindra Dev Prasad 

      Curriculum Development Centre Malaysia 

Assistant Professor Dr. Joanna Tan Tjin Ai 

      Tunku Abdul Rahman University 

Mr. Zulkefli Ibrahim 

      IPG Kampus Pulau Pinang 

Ms. Rovena Capel 

       IPG Kampus Pulau Pinang 

Ms. Chandrakala Raman 

       Kuantan District Education Office 

Dr. Hariharan A/L N. Krishnasamy 

       Universiti Utara Malaysia 

Dr. Che Rushita @ Rushita bt Ismail 

      Universiti Teknologi Mara Penang       

Dr. Zaira bt Abu Hassan Shaari 

      IPG Kampus Ilmu Khas       

Dr. Puteri Rohani Megat Abdul Rahim 

       UiTM Perak Seri Iskandar 

Dr. Shazila Abdullah 

      UiTM Perak Seri Iskandar 

Dr. Siti Rohani Mohd Zain 

      IPG Kampus Tuanku Bainun 

Dr. Tarsame Singh a/l Masa Singh 

      IPG Kampus Tuanku Bainun 

Puan Suzihana binti Shaharan 

       SMK Convent Father Barre, Sg. Petani, Kedah 

Dr. Charanjit Kaur a/p Swaran Singh 

       Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris  
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Biodata 

Abstract 

WORKSHOP 1 

How to Succeed in a Viva? 

Professor Dr. Ganakumaran Subramaniam 

University of Nottingham Malaysia 

 

 

 

The viva (viva voce) or oral exam is considered part of a rite of passage in your 

academic scholarship that will allow you to be considered successful in your 

research studies.  Your thesis demonstrates your skill and thoughts of your 

research presented in a written form. In the viva you will be required to 

demonstrate your ability to engage in an academic discussion about your 

research with examiners and colleagues. The general purpose of the viva is to; 

confirm that the thesis is your own work; confirm that you understand what you 

have written; investigate your awareness of where your original work sits in 

relation to the wider research field; and provide a developmental opportunity 

for considering future publication and research options. This session will engage participants in a 

discussion of how one can prepare for a viva and strategies that may be employed to successfully 

navigate the issues that may arise in the course of a viva.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ganakumaran Subramaniam is the Head of School and Professor at the School of Education, University 

of Nottingham Malaysia. He is the President of the Malaysian English Language Teaching Association and Vice 

President of AsiaTEFL. He holds a B.Ed. in TESL from Universiti Putra Malaysia. He read for his Master’s and Ph.D. 

at the University of Nottingham, UK, and is a recipient of the Fulbright Award with attachments in New York, 

Washington and New Mexico, USA. Prior to joining the University of Nottingham, he served as Deputy Director 

and Acting Director of International Relations at the National University of Malaysia. He has consulted on the 

Malaysian Ministry of Education advisory panels for curriculum, textbook selection and examinations. He was 

also a consultant for the National Trust School programme and the national literacy development programme 

(LINUS). In 2012, he was appointed as a member of the Malaysian Council for English Language Quality and 

Standards. He is Chairman of the Board of Managers of St. Paul’s Institution and Director of the Regional 

Lasallian Education Council. He is also the Academic Director of the Bangladesh College Education 

Development Project. In 2017, he was awarded the Vice Chancellor’s Medal for University of Nottingham 

Malaysia. 
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Biodata 

Abstract 

WORKSHOP 2 

Educated in Deep Doctorate Land:  

A Personal Narrative and Workshop for Thriving while Researching 

Professor Stephen J Hall 

Sunway University, Malaysia 

 

 

The work involved in gaining a doctorate is substantive, yet full of personal 

learning, very real challenges and delights. This interactive talk will be a 

personalized narrative of Dr Stephen J Hall’s post- graduate study, drawing 

on both theory and the “nuts and bolts” of gaining a Doctorate. 

Stephen’s research is ‘a qualitative study of the opening phases of cross 

cultural in-service teacher training interaction in rural Malaysia,’ yet 

colleagues from other disciplines may benefit from the presentation of the 

research process. The hands-on session will describe ‘tricks of the trade’ of 

researching, while working and staying relatively sane in a busy educational 

environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Stephen J Hall is Head, Centre for English Language Studies, Sunway University, Malaysia. He has been Head 

of what is now CELS, since late 2007. There are over twenty specialized English language subjects, integrated 

at College and University levels, as well as a pre-university Intensive English Programme. Stephen was an In-

service English Teacher Training Project Manager for four years in Malaysia, working nationally with the Ministry 

of Education. His Doctorate from University of Leicester draws on this experience, as it is ‘A Qualitative Study of 

the Opening Phases of Cross Cultural In-Service Teacher Training Interaction in Rural Malaysia.’ Previously, his 

Singapore-based, corporate business focused on cross cultural training and Business English; clients included 

Changi airport, SIA counter staff, VISA Asia Pacific and HBO Asia. In the mid-nineties he managed Language 

and Communication, Temasek Polytechnic, Singapore for four years of exponential growth. Stephen trained 

teachers regionally for ASEAN based RELC and has consulted for English for Banking, in Indonesia, Vietnamese 

and Thai teacher training and other regional work. Publications include over 45 articles and several books, 

while research interests focus on reflective teacher education, ELT in Malaysia and blended learning. He has 

presented in over fifteen countries, and taught at tertiary, secondary and primary levels. Dr Hall has 40 years’ 

experience in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages.  

More details at www.stephenjhall.com. 
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Biodata 

Abstract 

WORKSHOP 3 

Challenges & Opportunities in Qualitative Research 

Dr. Lee Su Kim 

Malaysian author & Education consultant 

 

 

 

The workshop will focus on the stages and techniques used in QR i.e. 

observation and interviewing. Interviewing techniques such as structured, 

semi-structured and retrospective interviews will be taught. Using examples 

from her own doctoral research which set out to investigate how the English 

language impacted the identity of proficient Malaysian ESL speakers, Dr. Lee 

Su Kim will share with participants how to develop Interview protocols involving 

Lead off questions, Covert questions and Follow-up questions. The workshop 

will conclude with a discussion on problems and challenges in using QR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 POSTER 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Lee Su Kim is a bestselling Malaysian author, educator, language consultant and cultural activist. A sixth 

generation nyonya with maternal links to Penang, she has published ten books of nonfiction and fiction. Her 

recent collection, ‘Manek Mischiefs: Of Patriarchs Playboys and Paramours’ completes her trilogy of short 

stories on the Peranakan community. Her debut collection, Kebaya Tales: Of Matriarchs, Maidens, Mistresses 

and Matchmakers won First prize in the Popular-Star Readers’ Choice Awards 2011(Fiction). This was followed 

by Sarong Secrets: Of Love, Loss and Longing in 2013. Su Kim’s first two books, Malaysian Flavours: Insights into 

Things Malaysian and Manglish: Malaysian English at its Wackiest are bestsellers. Her book, A Nyonya In Texas: 

Insights of a Straits Chinese Woman in the Lone Star State highlights hilarious cross-cultural encounters between 

east and west. 

Dr. Lee Su Kim was Associate Professor of English Language Studies at Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia where 

she lectured, researched and published widely on language, culture and identity. She is the Chief Editor of 

three books including Border Crossings: Moving between Language and Cultural Frameworks. She holds a 

Doctorate in Education from the University of Houston, her doctoral dissertation explored the multiple identities 

and identity constructions of non-native English language speakers. She has more than 30 years of teaching 

experience and has published widely in academic journals nationally and internationally. 

Su Kim is a founding member and the first woman President of the Peranakan Baba Nyonya Association of 

Kuala Lumpur &amp; Selangor. She was a TEDx Talks speaker in 2017. Her latest work is a new edition of 

Manglish: Malaysian English at its Wackiest co-authored with Professor Stephen J Hall, scheduled for 

publication in March 2019. 



   

16 

 

 

NRCELE 2019 

Biodata 

Abstract 

WORKSHOP 4 

Differences between Findings, Discussion & Conclusion 

Assistant Professor Dr. Henry Mpako Koge 

University of Nottingham Malaysia Campus 

 

 

 

This workshop will illustrate the process of choosing suitable data presentation 

formats that are appropriate to highlight the answers to research questions 

and the critical discussions of the findings. In essence, it will explore how 

research findings are presented, interpreted coherently to bring out the 

research’s significance in ways that demonstrate originality and adequate 

engagement of the wider literature. Furthermore, it will touch on how the 

conclusion section is written to capture the key findings and implications of 

the research drawing from the interpretations.  

The first part of the workshop will focus on identifying and describing the 

distinctive features and characteristics of the various critical sections findings, 

discussion and conclusion) within a wider context of education research. The second part of the 

workshop will provide participants with an opportunity to practically examine, identify and develop a 

shared understanding of what constitutes a good or poorly written finding, discussion and conclusion 

sections of an academic work.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 POSTER 

 

 

 

 

Koge Henry is an Assistant Professor in Educational Leadership at the Centre for Academic Partnerships and 

Engagement (CAPE) at the University of Nottingham Malaysia. He holds a Ph.D from the University of Warwick 

(UK) in Leadership and Management. He is a member of the British Educational Administration Leadership and 

Management Society) where he gained a Research Bursary Award in 2014.  He is interested in a range of issues 

of relevance to educational leadership and practitioners’ work including, but not limited to: job satisfaction, 

work engagement and collaboration, educational change; practitioner and institutional development; and 

educational leadership. He also serves as a reviewer for the British Based journal in Educational Management 

Administration and Leadership (EMAL). 

His experience as a teacher, school leader and consultant have shaped his interest in designing and 

supporting the establishment of learning clubs and organisations. He is currently engaged in research and 

practical work on the establishment and development of professional learning communities (PLCs), and school 

change initiatives in Malaysia. He loves music, judo and does photography as a hobby. 
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 List of Poster Presentations 
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CATEGORY : ACADEMICS/ TEACHER EDUCATORS 

 

Poster Code Title 

A01 Bridging the Gap Between Needs Analysis and Material Development 

in English Reading and Writing 

Lena Ramamurthi, Syakirah binti Shafien and Nur Fadhliah binti Mohd Yusoff 

 

A02 Strategies Used to Conduct and Evaluate a Collaborative Writing Task Effectively 

Among K3T12 and K3T13 Students from Kolej Matrikulasi Teknikal Kedah (KMKK) 

J.D.Kumuthini Jagabalan 

A03 Using Multimedia Based on Scratch Programming to Engage Primary School Pupils in 

Computational Thinking: An English Language Classroom Investigation 

Haslina Hassan, Aliza Adnan and Lye Guet Poh 

 

A04 Use of English in Learning Science Among DLP Students 

Chin Chee Keong, Ahmad Rushidi Ramli and Yeoh Hee Hee 

 

A05 Enhancing Reading Comprehension Among Pre-University Students 

Using Canva Inforgraphics 

Rodiah binti Dali and Muhammad Raja Abdullah 
 

A06 Step Up To Writing: A Method to Improve Writing Skills among 6 AKM Students 

in Kolej Ting. 6 Desa Murni 

Sharifah Binti Che Hassan 
 

A07 Trainee Teachers’ Beliefs About Error Feedback in L2 Writing 

Umaimah Mohd Idris 

 

A08 Innuendos  in Cecil Rajendra’s Poems 

Gautaman Ganesan, Elangkeeran Sabapathy and Paskaran Ramaya 

 

A09 Blog Entries: 4Es 

Khalipah Mastura Khalid 

 

A10 Relationship Between Students’ Learning Styles and Language Learning Strategies 

A.Avene Atputharaj 
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CATEGORY : TEACHERS 
 

Poster Code Title 

T01 The Effects of Using ASB Technique in Teaching Phonics to Young Learners 

Pui Kuet Poh 

 

T02 The Effects of “Gerak Gempur” Programme on UPSR English Test Results among 

Year Six Pupils:  An Action Research in a Chinese National-Type Primary School 

Theresa Cheng Xiao Nian and Junie Yeoh Kean Poh 

 

T03 Mnemonic on Foldable Flower to Teach the Use of Gerund (-Ing Action Words) 

Norazrina Binti Osman 

 

T04 The Impact of Grammar Drills Towards Developing Students’ Writing Skills 

Ong Ma Vin and Koet Tian Wei 

 

T05 Wheel of Learning 

Tan Shi Min 

 

T06 You’ve Got Mail! An Experiential Learning Lesson in a Kampung ESL Classroom 

Shazlin Elaiza binti Lazim 

 

T07 Exploring Teachers’ Pedagogical Beliefs about English Classes for The Malaysian 

Certificate of Education Examination (SPM) 

Siti Borhanudin 

 

T08 Medina English Teaching Kit: For Low Achievers  (Based on English Year 5 Textbook) 

Mustabshirah Bt Md Salleh 

 

T09 The Implementation of Descriptive Essay Templates in English Language Subject to 

Encourage Students to Write Essay. 

Farini Bt Ahmad Fadil 
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CATEGORY : POST-GRADUATES - PhD 
 

Poster Code Title 

P01 The Effect of English Speaking Anxiety on Language Achievement of Thai EFL 

Secondary School Students 

Ekkapon Phairot and Piyanud Treesattayanmunee 

 

P02 Outcome-Based Assessment and Student Learning: A Washback Study 

Norhaslinda Hassan and Ainol Madziah Zubairi  

 

 

CATEGORY : POST-GRADUATES - MASTERS 
 

Poster Code Title 

M01 The Use of Interactive Digital Phonics (IDPS) to Enhance  

Phonological Awareness Among Young Learners 

Frederick Gon 
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CATEGORY : UNDERGRADUATES 
 

Poster Code Title 

U01 The Impact of Paired Reading on Pupils' Fluency in The Primary ESL Classroom. 

Noor Shazwanie Mohd Zaki 

 

U02 Influence of L1 Phonological Awareness Interference in L2 Pronunciation of / θ / And 

/ ð / Sounds 

Ummul Nadzirah Mohd Nadzori 

 

U03 QR Scanning Code Hunt Strategy to Improve Pupils’ Reading Interest  

Kaliguhan Baskaran 

 

U04 Interest Level of Primary School Pupils Towards Video, Realia, Picture Cards (VRPC) in 

ESL Primary Classroom 

Nur Jannah Wahab Kulop 

 

U05 I-Chain ! 

Muhammad Faizul Mohd Ridzuan 

 

U06 The Use of Genre-Based Approach Towards Pupils’ Performance in Personal 

Narrative Writing 

Nurul Afiqah Zainal 

 

U07 WReCon: Using WhatsApp to Enhance Reading Confidence Among Year 5 Pupils 

Nur Fitrahana Mohamad Fauzi 

 

U08 Cognitive Retention Using Y.I.V 

Nurul Humaira Natasya Hermi 

 

U09 Implementation of CEFR in ESL primary Malaysian schools: The Teachers’ perspective 

and the Challenges 

Zarith Nellisa Zulkiflee 

 

U10 Challenges Faced by Teachers In Teaching Contemporary English Literature (CEL) 

for Primary School in Kinta Utara 

Muhammad Aidil Amri Nor Hisham 

 

U11 Effectiveness of Audio-Visual Aids in the English Classroom From Pupils' Perception 

Nurul Husna Mohd Khairuzan 

 

U12 Use of Conventions, Punctuations and Word Choice in The Written Discourse Of 

Upper Primary ESL Pupils 
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In language teaching and learning, basically, teachers are always the key element in developing the 

learning materials for the students. We pave the way for the students in learning. However, we tend to 

neglect what actually are their needs in learning. Even though the prescribed textbook is from a well-

developed publisher, still there is no one perfect textbook that can cater the needs of the 

undergraduates. This can be seen through three consecutive semesters observation in which 

undergraduates did not perform well, especially in reading and writing skills of English for Business 

Communication. This study is aiming at the material development which is based on the needs of the 

students. Henceforth, this study explores students’ responses based on the prescribed textbook for the 

English for Business Communication Course, particularly the challenges and suggestions in using the 

textbook. This descriptive study focuses on first semester undergraduates from Business Faculty in 

Universiti Malaysia Kelantan. Respondents have been using the book for the past 14 weeks (1 semester) 

and their responses were being recorded using qualitative method through observation, online 

questionnaire and interview. The teachers considered that the textbook suited the students’ needs 

and the course syllabus. However, the findings reveal that the undergraduates perceived negatively 

towards the materials from the textbook, especially reading and writing. An immediate adjustment is 

necessary in helping the undergraduates to perform better in their English language learning. The 

implication of this study is expected to develop the suitable material or textbook that can adapt to 

students’ needs. 

 

Keywords:  English textbook, material development, reading and writing and  students’ needs. 
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Although collaborative writing has the potential to help students learn effective ways to write, we have 

little information on now these groups function the most productively during collaboration. Whenever 

students are assigned for group activities, there is a need to find a way to conduct it effectively to 

achieve a desired result. Collaboration that two or more entities work together needed allocation of 

pertinent scores to individuals who has collaborated actively to complete assigned or distributed tasks 

on or before without any quality issues. The purpose of this study is to give us insights into successful 

collaborative writing interactions. The study involved 25 students from Kolej Matrikulasi Kejuruteraan 

Kedah (KMTK). The focus of the study is to design a method to conduct and evaluate a collaborative 

writing task. For that purpose, a collaborative Checklist (CC) was designed using collaborative 

strategies proposed by Chisol (1990), Lunsford (1991) and Smith & MacGregor (1992). A set of 

questionnaire was prepared collect students’ perception about the collaborative writing task used in 

the class. The study reveals that the strategies employed had helped to conduct and evaluate 

collaborative writing tasks effectively among these students. 

 

Key terms: collaboration, Google Docs, collaborative writing, interaction, evaluate collaboration.  
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School Pupils in Computational Thinking: An English Language  
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The aim of this study is to determine pupils’ understanding of the multimedia elements; and to find out 

to what extent the pupils are engaged in computational thinking in the learning process. This study 

uses the ASSURE model and Computational Thinking concept; and data were collected through 

questionnaire, interviews and observations. A multimedia presentation based on Scratch Programming 

was developed and used as an instructional model for the English language classroom investigation. 

The participants of this study consist of 36 Year 4 primary school pupils. Analysis of the pupils’ responses 

indicated that they were able to identify the elements of multimedia, function of multimedia and the 

file format of the elements used in the scratching programme. Additionally, the pupils were found to 

be engaged in computational thinking such as decomposition and algorithmic thinking and were 

observed to participate actively in the learning process. Hence, this study implied that by incorporating 

multimedia and computational thinking in the English language classroom, learning can be enhanced 

through increased motivation and meaningful interaction using Scratch Programming. 

 

Key terms: Scratch Programming, computational thinking, multimedia.  
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Dual Language Programme (DLP) was first introduced by the Ministry of Education in 2016 with the 

primary aim of enabling students to have greater access to knowledge of Science and Mathematics 

in order for them to compete globally as well as a means to strengthen their proficiency in the English 

language. This study was conducted with 36 Year Three students in a primary school to investigate how 

students used English to (a) pose questions in response to a science exploration activity, (b) express 

their understanding of a given phenonena, and (c) make sense of the science terminologies through 

the use of L1 translation. Despite the imperfect sentence structures, students were able to pose 

questions and express their thoughts in writing in a comprehensible manner. Where terminologies are 

concerned, students tended to use literal translation from their L1 to English and this can lead to 

confusion in their understanding of concepts. The findings also indicated that students could be 

actively engaged in using English to learn science when interesting learning activities were used. 

Nevertheless, it is deemed necessary for teachers to employ the use of students’ L1 at the early stages 

of learning in order to bridge the language gap as well as to ensure a smoother transition from the 

students’ L1 to the English Language for successful learning of the content matter i.e. Science. 

 

Key terms: Dual Language Programme, primary science education.  

 

 

Chin Chee Keong is teaching at Teacher Education Institute Tuanku Bainun Campus. He obtained his Bachelor 

of Science with Education (Hons) in 2002, Master of Science (Botany) in 2011 and PhD (Cell Culture Technology) 

in 2018. He is actively engaged in research on teacher education, science pedagogy, environmental education 

and blended learning.  

Ahmad Rushidi bin Ramli teaches Physics and science pedagogy at the Institute of Teachers Education Tuanku 

Bainun campus Penang. His expertise is in Physics Education and Inquiry-Based Science Education (IBSE). He is 

also a consultant for Dual Language Program (DLP) IPGM. He has presented papers in local and international 

seminars and contributed chapters in books and articles in local journals. 

Yeoh Hee Hee has been a teacher educator since 2007, with many years of experience teaching English 

Language in various secondary and primary schools. For the past ten years, she has been involved in training 

both pre-service and in-service teachers in various programmes. Her main research interests include ELT teaching 

methodology and creative language teaching.  

  

A04 

Abstract 

 Biodata 
 



   

31 

 

 

NRCELE 2019 

Enhancing Reading Comprehension among  

Pre-University Students Using Canva Inforgraphics 

Rodiah Dali and Muhamad Raja Abdullah  

 

 

 

The aim of this action research was to enhance students reading experience and understanding in 

reading English texts. Two lecturers (from KEMC and AIMST) and 29 students from the Kedah 

Engineering Matriculation College participated in this research. The purpose of this action research 

was to encourage the students to source for online English reading materials and use Canva 

infographics as the main comprehension tool along with other supporting apps like telegram and 

padlet to comprehend the texts. The data gathered from survey questionnaires and students’ 

reflections revealed that after six weeks, students viewed the use of infographics as interesting and 

motivating, allowing them to be creative, and enabling them to understand the texts much easier in 

a fun way. In addition, the infographic assignment incorporating the use of padlet and telegram 

encouraged them to actively participate in an interactive and collaborative atmosphere 

consequently improving their reading comprehension. 

 

Key terms: Reading comprehension, carva infographics, padlet, telegram 
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This action research was conducted with the aim of to use writing strategies within the writing process 

(pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, final copy, proofreading, sharing) to help Form Six students to 

organize their thinking and their writing. A total of 16 (6 AKM) students participated in this survey. 

Preliminary surveys were conducted through observation, interviews and student background surveys. 

Survey results showed that almost all of these students did not respond well to English writing materials. 

This shows that the most student of this school is facing this problem. This is due to the socioeconomic 

situation and the background of students comprising those who are not exposed to English Language, 

support and assistance in learning English Language since childhood. Therefore, a systematic planning 

should be implemented to minimize this problem. This periodic program can at least attract students 

to write even if the question has been determined by a particular topic or themes to be followed. The 

questions given are closely related to the everyday life of the students and at least the students can 

respond to same issues even after they have left school or at least helped in their 800/4 Writing Paper 

later. The conclusions from the surveys and the monitoring showed an improvement in their writing skills 

after the introduction of Step Up To Writing method. 
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This paper reports a replication study of trainee teachers’ beliefs and attitudes about error feedback 

in L2 writing. Quantitative and qualitative data were collected through a questionnaire and a follow-

up interview. Participants consisted of  twenty nine trainee teachers who have gone through their first 

practicum experience. Results indicated that they have certain beliefs about error feedback and 

that these are associated with preferences for particular feedback strategies. It is suggested that the 

trainee teachers respond to grammar errors selectively and discuss their feedback strategies with the 

pupils. Trainee teachers could also make more use of their pupils’ grammar errors as a guide to 

understanding the pupils’ language development. 
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This study analyzes poems written by Cecil Rajendra, a local poet, from a postcolonial perspective on 

contemporary issues. It entails a postcolonial reading of his selected poems and the subtle innuendos 

found in them. It also seeks to identify, illustrate and understand embedded concepts of post 

colonialism and orientalism in the poems, and how these concepts operate to highlight the issues.  The 

study reveals that although colonization has ended in many countries, a new form of colonization, 

namely Neo-colonialism is evident in many developing ex-colonies. This includes replication of colonial 

powers by today’s political leaders. It also speaks about Euro-centrism and its related ideologies which 

can operate oppressively against eastern nations, communities and cultures besides having an 

undesirable effect on the environment, way of living and becoming a breeding ground for corruption. 

The researchers hope that this study enlightens and educates teachers, the public as well as 

contributes to a better understanding about postcolonial issues, especially in the Malaysian context.     
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Blog Entries: 4Es 

Khalipah Mastura Khalid 

 

 

 

Written or spoken communication can be a very difficult task for students who are learning English as 

a second language therefore, they tend to reserve from making the effort to write properly. This paper 

was designed to explore the potential of blogs in collecting feedback on the T&L process in realistic 

circumstances, and to highlight the strength and weaknesses of current practice in order to build more 

effective practice in upcoming activities. This innovation through blog, a kind of social network tool, 

allows one to share ideas and to engage the audiences in conversation. It can be a helpful tool for 

instructors to enhance their students’ communication skills and increase their students’ investment in 

learning. This study  discussed on the students ‘experiences in using blogs as learning journals and how 

they express their points of view on the activities done. Qualitative data were collected from 

observations of 49 engineering students’ entry comments and also interviews with 8 students to gain 

more perspective about their experiences in using the blogs in their learning. The findings showed that 

students enjoyed the use of computer tools in their lessons and most of them expressed their reliefs that 

their voices are taken into consideration. Students’ recommendations to improve the use of blogs as 

learning journal based on their own experiences were also revealed. Contradict to the assumption 

that the use of abbreviated words and colloquial language may affect learners’ writing development, 

the findings proved that the ignorance of writing mechanics allow the learner to voice their ideas 

better and this would become a motivating source for students’ personal development. This also gives 

benefits to the educator to prepare better activities for future students. 
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The present study is designed to identify the relationship between learning styles and language 

learning strategies among Malaysian secondary school students. This research intends to investigate 

the three research questions: (1) what are the learning styles of Malaysian secondary school students? 

(2) What are the preferred language learning strategies among Malaysian secondary school students? 

(3) How is learning styles and language learning strategies related to one another in improving 

students’ language learning? To answer the research questions, simple random sampling method was 

used to identify the samples of the research. 150 students were selected from 3 different Malaysian 

Schools in three different states: namely, Perak, Selangor and Johor. 2 English language teachers were 

chosen from each school to help to identify the correlation between learning styles and language 

learning strategies. Mixed-method research method was used to collect data from the participants, 

whereby students were required to answer two different types of questionnaires and teacher were 

required to participate in interview sessions. The first questionnaire is Perceptual Learning Style 

Preference Questionnaire (PLSPQ), adapted from Reid (1984) which is used to detect students’ 

learning styles. A set of 30 statements were given to identify the different types of learning styles 

possessed by Malaysian secondary school students. Next, to identify the preferred learning strategies 

of the students, Strategy Inventory for Language Learning (SILL) questionnaire Version 7.0 (ESL/EFL), 

adapted from Oxford (1989) was used. These two questionnaires helped in answering research 

questions 1 and 2. Furthermore, to answer research question 3, interviews were conducted with 6 

English language teachers. This is an on-going research whereby the research design and strategies 

have been formulated but the research is yet to be implemented. Therefore, this presentation and 

suggestions from other members will help to improvise the research design, thus adjustments can be 

made before the research is carried out in schools. 

 

Key terms: learning styles, language learning strategies, visual, tactical, auditory, group, kinesthetic, 
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The Effects of Using ASB Technique in Teaching Phonics to Young Learners 

Pui Kuet Poh  
 

 

 

 

Phonics instruction is a vital key in training young learners to be fluent readers. This study employed an Action 

Research Model with the aim to investigate the effects of Act-Sing-Blend (ASB) technique on Malaysian Year 

One (age 7) participants’ reading. The study examined the effects of the intervention on participants’ reading 

through a pretest-posttest design. The intervention was carried out for five weeks, focusing on 15 phonemes, 

before a posttest was given to the participants. It was found that ASB technique increased participants’ reading 

ability (M=21.65, SD=2.42) when compared to the participants’ reading ability before the intervention (M=6.11, 

SD=2.74). The findings revealed that ASB technique can be incorporated in ESL classrooms as an alternative 

methodology in teaching phonics to young learners. 

 

Keywords:  jolly phonics, ASB technique, reading, primary, ESL classroom 
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Different schools have different strategies in helping pupils to prepare for their final summative national primary 

school examination, i.e. the Primary School Achievement Test (UPSR). A simple interventional programme with 

the name of “Gerak Gempur” (GG) was innovated to cover the revision of five different subjects for the Year Six 

pupils in one of the Chinese national-type primary school, including the English language. This action research 

aimed to investigate the effectiveness of GG in improving pupils’ UPSR English test result. It was conducted 

among 225 Year Six pupils from a Chinese national-type primary school in Penang in 2018. The GG programme 

consisted intensive English revision module weekly for five weeks. Pupils’ grade were collected at pre-, mid-, and 

post-intervention, i.e. the result of the first UPSR Trial, the second UPSR Trial and UPSR. There was significant overall 

improvement in grade for both Paper 1 (p=0.003) and Paper 2 (p=0.002) of English test in UPSR. The proportion of 

pupils passing the English test in UPSR was significantly higher in post-intervention compared to pre-intervention 

for both Paper 1 [OR of 61.96 (13.58 – 282.65)] and Paper 2 [OR=56.76 (21.85 – 147.41)]. Hence, GG is an effective 

programme to improve pupils’ English test result although pupils’ English proficiency is still uncertain. Further 

evaluation and improvement of the programme can be performed in order to ensure the improvement of the 

English test result can be translated into the improvement of the English proficiency. 

 

Keywords: English proficiency, English test, “Gerak Gempur” Programme, UPSR, revision 
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The use of mnemonic can be considered as an effective pedagogical technique in a teaching and learning 

process.  It helps to boost the learners’ memory to remember facts and information. This action research paper 

is to study the effectiveness of using mnemonic on a foldable flower to enhance learners’ memory on the use of 

gerunds.  It will discuss how mnemonic on foldable flower can be used to stimulate the pupils’ interest in learning 

and memorizing the use of gerunds.. The focus of this study is to investigate the effects of using acronym to 

understand the rules in gerunds. It is also hoped that through foldable flower, it would provide a joyful way for 

the pupils to acquire the rule. 60 pupils were involved in this quasi-experimental research. Before implementing 

this technique, the researcher conducted a questionnaire to 90 pupils from 3 different schools to identify whether 

this technique has been used in their schools to teach gerund which showed that none of the schools have used 

it. The research instruments were questionnaires, foldable flower, written pre test and post test. The technique 

was presented using a foldable flower while the controlled group went through regular lessons without using the 

technique. The effectiveness of the training program was measured by comparing the participants’ scores on 

the pre and post test. The results of the pre and post-tests statistically showed a significant difference favoring 

the post-test of the experimental group.  

 

Keywords: mnemonic, acronym, gerund, pre-test, post-test 
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One of the main problems commonly faced by Malaysian students is that they are unable to apply suitable 

grammatical rules when constructing sentences. This study aims to find out if grammar drills can develop students’ 

writing skills. The participants of this study include 60 pupils from upper primary and lower secondary schools and 

20 school teachers. The limitations of the study are time constraints faced by teachers to incorporate grammar 

drill activities in class and students’ reluctance to engage in grammar drill practice. In this quantitative study, 

data was obtained from two different sets of questionnaires for participating students and teachers about their 

experiences in grammar drills. Students are given closed-ended questionnaires while teachers are given a 

different set of questionnaires with open and close-ended questions to gain more insights on the role of grammar 

drills to develop writing skills. Findings showed that students are able to apply correct grammatical rules when 

writing sentences after practicing with grammar drills. They feel more confident to write after completing some 

grammar exercises. Students expressed that grammar drills helped them to instill a sense of automation when 

applying grammatical rules. Data collected from teachers also showed that grammar drills develops confidence 

in writing amongst the students as they felt that have had sufficient background knowledge to help them write 

effectively. Although it is not regarded as the most enjoyable learning experience as compared to other 21st 

century learning methods, teachers agree that it is essential to strengthen pupils’ basic understanding and 

foundation in grammar rules in order for pupils to improve in writing. These are some reasons why grammar drills 

still has an irreplaceable place in the ESL classroom. It is hoped that this research could help other educators to 

understand the relevance of using grammar drills to develop students’ writing skills. Further points of interest of 

this study include ways teachers can facilitate grammar drills to enhance critical thinking. 
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Wheel Of Learning 
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‘Wheel of Learning’ is a teaching aid that stresses a number of innovative uses of a multi-layered and multi-

coloured wheel-shaped graphic organiser in the teaching and learning of English Creative Writing. When doing 

creative writing, students are required to brainstorm and include creative use of dictions and figurative or 

idiomatic expressions. One of the conventional methods used in the creative writing lesson is to provide students 

all the possible dictions and expressions that may be used in the form of table written on the whiteboard. 

Presenting the dictions and expressions in the table form, though organised, has its own limitations. Firstly, the 

expansion of ideas for creative writing, from word level to sentence level cannot be clearly shown. Secondly, the 

conventional table is also unattractive, since it is not colour-coded. Hence, the ‘Wheel of Learning’ is being 

introduced as an appealing graphic organiser to guide students through the process of learning or brainstorming 

the related dictions and expressions for creative writing.  Recent lessons with the students show that the use of 

‘Wheel of Learning’ has great versatility. It serves as an effective tool to enhance students’ confidence in creative 

writing by helping them to organise their ideas. The colour-coding for each section of the wheel helps the process 

of identifying and remembering the related dictions and expressions for each type of feeling that can be used 

in journal writing and expository writing. They also enjoyed the 4Cs (Communication, Collaboration, Creativity 

and Critical Thinking) incorporated when they build the wheel together. 
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You’ve Got Mail! An Experiential Learning Lesson 

in a Kampung ESL Classroom 

Shazlin Elaiza Lazim 

 

 

 

 

  

The 21st century learning is inspired due to the abrupt changes taking place outside the classroom 

and learners must first know and be aware of their learning for successful learning to take place. In an 

ESL classroom in a kampong school, this is a big challenge.  

 

To create meaningful learning in the classroom, a fraction language learning pedagogy can be 

exploited on; the experiential learning. Providing learners with experiences that they can value and 

reflect on is believed to be an essential part of learning. 

 

An action research was carried out in a primary school in a remote area in Kedah to investigate pupils’ 

response in using experiential learning through the ‘pen pal project’ in their English classroom. In 

investigating pupils’ response, pupils were divided into focus and treatment group. The data for this 

study was analysed based on the mid-year and final exam tests, and a reasonable escalation were 

observed in the performance of the treatment group.  
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Malaysian Certificate of Education Examination (SPM) 
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The shift from students’ performance to their learning endavour has demanded changes in teachers’ practices 

in classroom. Hence, teachers in Malaysia are aspired to structure and restructure their pedagogical practices 

to fulfil this demand. They are encouraged to abandon the traditional teaching practices and adopt the 21st 

century teaching and learning approach. However, Khader (2012, pp.73) claims that teachers’ beliefs and 

practices are bound to different sociocultural elements including grade level. In Malaysia, teachers who teach 

Form 5 need to prepare students for the Malaysian Certificate of Examination or Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM). 

From my own experience and observation, Malaysian teachers seem to have different pedagogical beliefs 

implied through their practices when teaching Form 5 students. Therefore, this study sought to explore Malaysian 

teachers’ pedagogical beliefs about English classes for the SPM examination by adopting a qualitative 

approach. The research question attempted to be answered was: What are teachers' pedagogical beliefs 

about English classes for the Malaysian Certificate of Education examination? This exploration is important to 

understand how teachers’ beliefs and practices are constrained by the needs to meet the demands of the SPM 

examination. Three Malaysian teachers were selected to participate in a five-day semi structured focus group 

interview through Whatsapp. Analysis showed that the teachers believed traditional teaching approach was 

better in preparing students for the exam although none of them denied the effectiveness of the 21st century 

learning approach. Nevertheless, certain limitations of the approach and the nature of the English SPM 

examination had forced them to embrace the traditional approach. 

 

Keywords:  teachers’ pedagogical belief, teachers’ beliefs, 21st century teaching and learning, SPM 

examination. 
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One of the most enduring problems in teaching English is what to do about the low achievers. The research and 

innovation has been made after a post-mortem of the end year test for 5 Aktif class in October 2018. Results 

shown that 25 out of 27 pupils get the very minimum scores in “Pemahaman” and “Penulisan”. It shows that the 

pupils were reluctant to learn English as compulsory UPSR subject. The main skills in English Year 5 textbook are, 

Listening & Speaking, Reading, Writing, Grammar and Language Arts. The MEDINA’S English Kit for weaker pupils 

aims to accommodate pupils of different level needs. This Kit covers the necessary 5 components and divided 

into units with explanatory notes to teach pupils. Besides, various types of creative, fun, engaging, interactive, 

practices, exercises and games were prepared to help pupils internalize and apply what has been taught. The 

purpose of this Kit is to guide teachers to deliver their lessons effectively and the pupils will be able to use the 

English language confidently, appropriately and correctly and beyond the classroom. MEDINA’S English Kit for 

Weaker Pupils hopefully attracts and engages pupils in English Lessons with a wide repertoire of learning strategies 

that use across different language levels. 
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The Implementation of Descriptive Essay Templates in English Language  

Subject to Encourage Students to Write Essay 
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This study focuses on the usage of Descriptive Essay Writing Templates to drill students to write a continuous essay, 

enabling them to pass their English Language 1119 paper in the SPM (Sijil Pepepriksan Malaysia) examination. 

This study involved 34 form 5 respondents who faced problems in writing essay. Descriptive Essay is one of the 

question in the SPM English Paper 1, continuous writing section. Before the templates were tested to the 

respondents, they were given a sample of 5 essay questions to be answered. Most of the students left it blank. 

Respondents were drilled to use the templates that contained 3 categories of Descriptive Essay - People, Places 

and Events/Experiences. After using the templates, the finding was satisfying where there was an increase of 

17.43% compared to the previous SPM results, -7.8%. 29 out of 34 respondents who were drilled with the 

Descriptive Essay Writing Templates passed their English Language SPM paper. This also proved that, respondents 

were able to write better and at least a page-full of descriptive essay. Hence, the Writing Templates for 

Descriptive Essay are able to help and guide weak students to pass their SPM English Paper more effectively, thus 

increase the percentage of the English Language subject and school’s SPM performance. 

 

Keyword : Descriptive Essay  Templates, writing skills        
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The Effect of English Speaking Anxiety on Language Achievement of  

Thai EFL Secondary School Students 
Ekkapon Phairot and Piyanud Treesattayanmunee 

 

 

 

 

Different determinants contributing to a success or failure in a second/foreign language acquisition have been 

widely studied and shown evidence in a body of S/FLA research. One of many affective variables which prevents 

language learners to have a satisfactory competency in English speaking skill is anxiety. Three main sources of 

anxiety to speak English include communication apprehension (CA), fear of negative evaluation (FNE), and test 

of anxiety (TA). Previous studies in the literature have emphasised an existence of statistically significant 

relationships between language achievement and the three types of anxiety. The research findings in different 

learning contexts, however, show inconclusive substantiation. A study within the Thai EFL where communicative 

competence has been promoted in-and-outside classroom, therefore, deserves to be conducted. This study 

aims to investigate the extent to which students experienced different types of anxiety and to determine whether 

anxiety statistically influenced students’ language achievement. The data in this quantitative study were 

collected by the Thai language adapted survey on English speaking anxiety. 324 lower secondary school 

students in one Thailand government school participated in responding to this survey. Descriptive statistics and 

multiple linear regression were used to analyse the data. The findings reported that the students showed 

moderate level in CA and FNE and high level in TA. Moreover, anxiety statistically significant showed negative 

effect on the students’ language achievement. It was also found that FNE and TA had significant predictive 

power accounting for the variance in language achievement. Discussion and pedagogical implication to deal 

with anxiety are suggested.  
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Since the undertaking of the landmark Sri Lankan impact study, numerous washback studies were 

carried out over the decades globally. However, most of them have looked into large-scale 

standardized achievement tests at the national levels whereas only some have investigated language 

proficiency tests at university levels. In addition, although an abundance of studies has looked into the 

washback effect of language tests on teaching, the learner constituency has only received scarce 

attention from researchers. Such a scenario is more so in Malaysia. Outcomes-based assessment (OBA) 

has been proven successful in engineering and other science-related disciplines but the success of it 

in language tests has yet to be empirically proven. Notwithstanding, having a world-class human 

capital being the focus, the Ministry of Education in Malaysia decided to implement OBA at the higher 

learning institutions across the country.  Against a background of these developments, the present 

study looks into the washback effect of an OBA (i.e. ELC231) on student learning in UiTM. Specifically, 

it looked into students’ perceptions and attitudes, as well as how the OBA influences students’ in-class 

and out-of-class learning. The present study is a qualitative case study, which were theoretically drawn 

on Bailey’s basic washback model and Booth’s sociocultural washback model. The findings on 

students’ perceptions and attitudes deliberated on students’ conceptions on the difficulty level, stakes 

and importance of ELC231. The in-class and out-of-class learning include learning content, learning 

materials, learning methods, test preparation, as well as factors that either promote or inhibit the 

students’ learning process. Recommendations on how to promote positive washback were extracted 

from the findings of this study, which may serve as a guide to creating empowered English teachers 

and learners.  
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Phonological Awareness Among Young Learners 
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While looking forward to the Fourth Industrialised Revolution, the impulse to cater to the needs of 

Alpha-generation has been put forward in term of industries, economics and education. However, the 

holistic incorporation of technology especially in education is still lacking due to the gap in adjusting 

the skills, needs, acceptance and exposure to technology advantages. Therefore, this action research 

aimed to identify the use of IDPS as a teaching and learning tool in enhancing English phonological 

awareness among young learners. This study was conducted in a rural school located in Kapit, 

Sarawak which involved 20 Year 1 pupils and the findings were based on the obtained data from the 

observations conducted by the four non-participant observers during the three cycle of intervention 

implementation. The intervention was employed within three cycles and the researchers were focusing 

on three major themes which were suitability, pupils’ reaction and implementation process. Based on 

the findings, one notable result that can be seen in Cycle 3 was the percentage numbers of excellent 

level seemed to be majority compared to Cycle 2 and Cycle 1. For Item 1 – 10, 97.5% of percentage 

numbers were on the excellent level. Meanwhile, Item 11 -20 showed 75% of percentage numbers on 

the excellent level. In addition, Item 21 to 30 showed that the increment of percentage numbers 

compared to Cycle 2. The table shows that 82.5% were on the excellent level. Thus, it could be 

concluded that this intervention helped the pupils to improve on their phonological awareness 

especially in identifying and manipulating units of oral language. Therefore, young leaners’ 

phonological awareness could be positively assisted by using IDPS as it acted as a self-learning tool 

with guidance based on the underlined social constructivism theory. 
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This case study explores the impact of paired reading on pupils’ fluency in the primary English as the 

Second Language (ESL) classroom. Two pairs of Year 4 pupils were assessed based on their reading 

fluency through focus group interview and observation. The data was analysed to investigate whether 

the paired reading increases pupils’ reading fluency. The study also observes the pupils’ reading errors 

such as omission, repetition, and fillers. The results showed positive impact on the pupils’ reading 

fluency and the number of reading errors decreased from the first to the last session of the paired 

reading strategy. Pupils reflected interest and favourable responses in the implementation of the 

paired reading strategy. As overall, the study indicates that the paired reading strategy yields positive 

impact on pupils’ reading fluency in the primary ESL classroom. 

 

Key terms: impact, paired reading, fluency, primary ESL classroom 

 

 

Noor Shazwanie Binti Mohd Zaki is a 23 years old student teacher from Institut Pendidikan Guru (IPG) Kampus 

Ipoh. She is very concerned on exploring the impact of paired reading on pupils’ fluency in the primary English 

Second Language (ESL) classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

U01 

Abstract 

 Biodata 
 



   

51 

 

 

NRCELE 2019 

Influence of L1 Phonological Awareness Inteference in 

L2 Pronunciation of / θ / And / ð / Sounds 
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The pronunciation of primary English as a Second Language (ESL) learners are noticeably very weak 

due to the negative influence of their mother tongue.  During the practicum phase, the pupils were 

found facing problems in pronouncing the English words when they were asked to read the text aloud. 

The mispronounced words spoken by them produced a different meaning; thus, it affects the 

communication among the English learners. Therefore, these pupils were facing problems in 

pronouncing the English words owing to the low phonological awareness of their first language (L1). 

As supported by Lado (1957), the difference between the elements in each language makes it hard 

for second language learners to manipulate it; thus, negative influences happen. More importantly, 

the behaviourist theory (Ellis, 1970) states that the pupils’ habits influenced by their surrounding and 

society result in pupils’ reluctance to adapt a new set of language rules. Therefore, this case study 

provides an insight on the how the negative influence of L1 (Malay language) affected pupils’ L2 

pronunciation (English language) in the reading aloud activity. The case study was conducted among 

15 pupils. The collection of data focusses on the observation of pupils reading aloud activity, an 

interview. and an open-ended questionnaire. The data analysis implemented in this research is a 

framework analysis. 
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Pupils are taught about the fundamentals of English language that includes the receptive skills, 

productive skills, grammar rules, and the sound system (KSSR, 2011). Receptive skills comprise the 

listening and reading skills while productive skills concern with speaking and writing skills. Reading is an 

important skill in learning English language. According to Narvaez (2002), there are various reasons 

that affect the nature of reading ability among pupils. This includes the learners’ background 

knowledge and their reading skills and abilities (Nation, 2001). Therefore, English language teachers 

are responsible to teach pupils the necessary skills in reading. Teachers also play the main role in pupils’ 

lives to ensure the pupils gaining the important skills in language (Nesamalar Chitravelu, 2009). The 

purpose of this action research is to determine the strategy of using QR Scanning Code Hunt to improve 

pupil’s reading interest. The sample of the study consists of 32 pupils from a rural school in Beseri, Perlis. 

The instruments used for the study comprise of an observation form, an interview schedule, and journal 

jottings. The study was carried out in duration of two weeks as planned. Two different lessons were 

conducted; one involves the use of QR Scanning Code Hunt strategy and another one is using a 

traditional mode of teaching. The results from the study show the effectiveness of QR Code Scan Hunt 

strategy increases pupils’ interest in reading. The pupils were also found to pay more attention towards 

the teaching and learning processes when the QR reading method strategy was used. 
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The use of audio-visual aids such as video, realia, and picture cards is not thoroughly and effectively 

applied in most Malaysian classroom teaching. This results in pupils getting bored and losing interest 

towards learning. Based on my experiences in Practicum Phase 1 and 2, I discovered that teachers 

paid less attention on the good use of video, realia, and picture cards (VRPc); while in teaching English, 

they did not manage to capture pupils’ interest and attention towards learning. On the contrary, when 

the teacher was in good command of using VRPc during teaching and learning of English, the pupils 

seem to have more interest in learning. According to J. Daniel (2013), one of the main purposes of 

teaching through audio-visual aids is to instil interest and inspiration. Therefore, my primary concern is 

to find out to what extend that the use of VRPc will develop interest of the pupils towards learning.  The 

objective of the research is to identify the interest level of Year 4 pupils towards VRPc in (English as 

Second Language) primary ESL classroom. The research will be conducted among 30 pupils. The data 

gathering tools selected for this research are questionnaire and observation checklist. The data 

analysis method in this research is quantitative analysis. 
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This action research was carried out to identify whether I-Chain game helps in improving pupils’ 

classifying skills of nouns, verbs, and adjectives. This invention was implemented on Year 5 pupils during 

the teaching and learning session. Five pupils were selected to take part in this research. During the 

early observation and findings, the pupils were having difficulty in understanding the word classes due 

to the lack of knowledge of nouns, verbs, and adjectives. A few data collection instruments such as 

pre-and-post-tests, observation checklist, and interview have been used to observe and collect the 

data. The results indicate there is a major improvement in pupils’ mastery of nouns, verbs, and 

adjectives. 
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The purpose of this study is to determine whether the use of Genre-Based Approach (GBA) is effective 

towards Year 5 pupils’ performance in personal narrative writing.  This case study was carried out in 

one of the primary schools in Perak. The research participants consist of seven pupils from Year 5, who 

were selected using purposive sampling method.  The data of this research was collected using three 

instruments, which are document analysis, questionnaire, and interview. Two lessons were carried out 

to complete the stages in GBA, which are modeling, joint construction, independent writing, and 

reflection.  Based on the results obtained in the document analysis, it shows pupils were able to use the 

generic and linguistic features of personal narrative appropriately.  However, the impact of GBA 

towards learners’ performance was only effective to a certain extent.    

 

Key terms: GBA, generic features, linguistic features, personal narrative writing, pupils’ performance 

 

 

Nurul Afiqah Binti Zainal is a student teacher in IPG Kampus Ipoh.  She has a keen interest to investigate on the 

effects of Genre-Based Approach towards learners’ performance in personal narrative writing in primary 

school.  
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WReCon: Using Whatsapp to Enhance Reading Confidence  

Among Year 5 Pupils 

Nur Fitrahana Mohamad Fauzi 

 

 

 

This research was conducted to enhance the pupils’ confidence in reading English materials by using 

smartphone through the digital application of WhatsApp. Five respondents were chosen from Year 5 

in one of the schools in Kangar, Perlis. This research uses qualitative design with the aim to enhance 

the pupils’ confidence in reading English materials and to provide a variety approaches for reading 

activities through WhatsApp for learning outside of the classroom. Based on early observation, the 

pupils were not confident to read English reading materials and refused to join in any reading activities. 

The researcher had implemented the “WReCon”, which is using WhatsApp to enhance the pupils’ 

reading confidence. The results obtained through questionnaire, observation checklist, and interview 

had found that the pupils were able to read English reading materials confidently during the lesson. 

The teachers and the parents also show a great response to the treatment based on the pupils’ results. 

As overall, this study helps pupils to gain confidence in reading English materials through “WReCon”. 

 

Key terms: WReCon, WhatsApp, enhance, reading, confidence 

 

 

Nur Fitrahana Binti Mohamad Fauzi is a student teacher from IPG Kampus Perlis. She has interest to enhance the 

pupils’ confidence in reading English materials by using smartphone through the digital application of 

“WhatsApp”. 
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Cognitive Retention Using Y.I.V 

Nurul Humaira Natasya Hermi 

 

 

 

A research has been carried out to determine whether the use of YouTube Interactive Video can assist 

Year 3 pupils who are rather passive to learn actively to enhance their cognitive retention of grammar 

rules. The research made use of both the qualitative and quantitative approaches. The selected 

methodology to collect the required data for the research are document analysis, observation and 

semi-structured interview. The sample of the study consists of three students from a primary school in 

Perlis. The findings of the study reveal that the pupils were able to learn actively and improved in their 

cognitive retention on grammatical rules after using the YouTube Interactive Video. 

 

Key terms: interactive video, learn actively, cognitive retention, grammatical rules 

 

 

Nurul Humaira Natasya Bt Hermi is a student teacher from IPGK Perlis. She has a keen interest to investigate 

how Youtube Interactive Videos (Y.I.V) affect pupils’ cognitive retention on grammar rules. 
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Implementation of CEFR in ESL Primary Malaysian Schools: The Teachers’ 

Perspective and Challenges 

Zarith Nellisa Zulkiflee 

 

 

 

This research is mainly seeking to investigate the primary English teachers’ views on the 

implementation of CEFR in Malaysia. It intends to explore their perspectives and challenges 

encountered in view of the adoption of CEFR onto Level 1 English syllabus in ESL primary schools. 

Data for this study were collected from the questionnaires distributed to 50 English teachers in 

selected primary schools around Ipoh and interviews with a few teachers. The findings reveal that 

most of the teachers had limited knowledge, inadequate amount of exposure, and low level of 

awareness about CEFR. The main challenges identified in the implementation of CEFR are teachers’ 

resistance and lack of training. In conclusion, the adoption of CEFR in Malaysia is possible but ample 

time should be given to the implementers namely the teachers to be prepared and familiarised with 

the framework before it is extensively used in this country.         

 

Key terms: CEFR 

 

 

Zarith Nellisa Zulkiflee is a student teacher from IPGK Ipoh. She is interested in conducting a research regarding 

teachers’ perspective and the challenges faced in the implementation of the new framework, The Common 

European Framework of Reference for Languages or CEFR onto Level 1 English primary syllabus. 
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Challenges Faced by Teachers in Teaching Contemporary English Literature 

(CEL) for Primary School In Kinta Utara 

Muhammad Aidil Amri Nor Hisham 

 

 

 

Contemporary English Literature (CEL) program is implemented due to the enactment of the teaching 

and learning of Mathematics and Science in English language by Ministry of Education (MOE) since 

2003 (Mustakim, 2014). At the same time, it is also an attempt to curb the declining levels of 

achievement in standard assessment of English proficiency in recent years in primary schools (Basree, 

2009). Although MOE has given good support in the implementation of children’s literature into the 

school systems, the incorporation of literature component is still argued and debated amongst 

teachers, students, researchers, parents, and the policy makers (Radzuwan Abdul Rashid & 

Vethamani, 2010). Thus, without the belief and support of the MOE in the importance of literature as a 

component in the syllabus, the death of literature is confirmed (Cheng, 2008). This survey investigates 

the challenges faced by English teachers in primary schools of Kinta Utara district on the 

implementation of CEL and identifies the most prominent challenge among the noticeable 

challenges. There are few noticeable challenges faced by the English teachers to teach literature 

component, which also provide enjoyable lesson throughout the implementation of CEL program in 

classroom such as the support by school management, resources, trainings, and time allocation. This 

survey was conducted among 40 English teachers from primary schools around Kinta Utara. The data 

gathering instruments used for this research are questionnaire and open-ended questions. The data 

analysis method in this research is quantitative analysis. 

 

Key terms: literature, Contemporary English Literature (CEL), support by school management, 

resources, trainings and time allocation 

 

 

Muhammad Aidil Amri Bin Nor Hisham is a trainee teacher from IPG Kampus Ipoh. He has a deep interest to 

study about the challenges faced by English teachers in Kinta Utara primary schools  in teaching 

Contemporary English Literature (CEL). 
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Effectiveness of Audio-Visual Aids in English Classroom  

from Pupils’ Perception 

Nurul Husna Mohd Khairuzan 

 

 

 

Teaching and learning are the important elements in education. Teachers use different methods and 

materials to teach their pupils to make sure that learning is effective for them.  During the Practicum 

Phase 1, pupils were found very excited and participated actively in English class when audio-visual 

aids were used. Therefore, there was a curiosity on the pupils’ perception when their teacher uses 

audio-visual aids in English classroom. This survey was conducted to explore the pupils’ perception on 

the effectiveness of audio-visual aids in English classroom.  In this survey, thirty pupils from Year 4 classes 

have answered the questionnaires given by the researcher. The questionnaires were mainly about how 

the teacher used audio-visual aids in the English classroom and to what extend did the audio-visual 

aids are effective towards pupils’ learning.  Pupils showed favorable acceptability on the use of audio-

visual aids during their English classroom. The data analysis method used in this research is descriptive 

analysis. As overall, the results from the questionnaires answered by pupils show a positive feedback 

on the use of audio-visual aids in their English classroom.   

 

Key terms: audio-visual aids, perceptions, effectiveness 

 

 

Nurul Husna binti Mohd Khairuzan is a student teacher in IPG Kampus Ipoh.  She has been interested to explore 

the effectiveness of Audio Visual Aids in the English Classroom from the pupils’ perception. 
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Use of Conventions, Punctuations and Word Choice in  

The Written Discourse of Upper Primary ESL Pupils 

Norfarahana Norazahar 

 

 

 

This study aims to identify the common problems in the written discourse of Malaysian upper primary 

ESL pupils and what are the Malaysian ESL teachers’ opinion on the common problems in the written 

of upper primary ESL pupils. The data was collected from 30 ESL pupils as the participants of this 

research from the upper primary of Year 5 and Year 6 together with 10 teachers with different English 

language teaching experiences for upper primary.  A questionnaire and an essay writing test were 

utilized as the instruments of the study.  The findings reveal that Malaysian upper primary ESL pupils had 

problems in writing tasks in three aspects namely conventions, punctuations and word choice.  The 

study suggests some practical methods in order to cope with the problems in the written discourse that 

had been identified. 

 

Key terms: problems in written discourse, conventions, punctuations, word choice, upper primary ESL 

pupils 

 

 

Norfarahana binti Norazahar is a student teacher from IPG Kampus Ipoh.  She has deep interest to identify the 

common problems in the use of conventions, punctuations and word choice in the written discourse of upper 

primary ESL pupils 
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Types of Learning Environment Affecting Pupil’s Attention in  

the Primary ESL Classroom 

Noor Hanna Mansor 

 

 

 

This study was an elaboration of the types of learning environments affecting pupils in primary ESL 

classroom.  The participants comprise of 30 pupils from Year 4 primary school. The participants took a 

test regarding their learning environment and answered a likert-scale questionnaire derived from Klein 

(2009)’s Learning Environment Survey. The collected data were analysed and interpreted accordingly. 

The findings show significant differences among the participants towards classroom environment. 

Based on the conducted survey, pupils’ learning were affected mostly by peer distraction. The findings 

are for language teachers to be aware of the pupils’ behavior in the classroom. The teacher should 

be able to change the language-learning environment to improve the language learners’ behavior.  

One important way to reduce behavioral problems among the pupils is to become assertive about 

the rules in the classroom. 

 

Key terms: learning environments, primary school, classroom environment, behaviour 

 

 

Noor Hanna binti Mansor is a student teacher from IPGK Ipoh.  She has the interest to investigate how physical 

learning environment can affect the pupils’ attention in the primary ESL classroom. 
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Perceptions of ESL Primary School Pupils on Motivational Factors Influencing 

Reading Comprehension in the Classroom 

Nurul Izzati Mu’afah Khalid 

 

 

 

Reading comprehension is definitely one of the most basic language skills that should be developed 

and fostered by an individual as it provides the foundation for successful learning and beyond. 

Reading comprehension for English as a Second Language (ESL) pupils may be influenced by 

motivational factors, which can be divided into two types: intrinsic and extrinsic reading motivation. 

ESL pupils have a hard time to understand the written text as they still have difficulties in their reading 

comprehension (Phantharakphong & Pothitha, 2014). Therefore, this survey was carried out to see 

which types of motivational factors are perceived by the ESL pupils as the contributors to their reading 

skills/comprehension and the influence of motivation to the pupils’ reading comprehension. The data 

gathering for this survey involved 50 participants of Year 5 pupils in which they were required to answer 

the questionnaire. Collected data were computed using Microsoft Excel for analysis. 

 

Key terms: reading comprehension, motivational factors, survey  

 

 

Nurul Izzati Mu’afah binti Khalid is a student teacher from IPGK Ipoh. She has a keen interest to investigate 

which types of motivational factors are perceived by the ESL pupils as the contributor to their reading 
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Vocabulary Learning Strategies Used in Reading Among ESL Year 5 Pupils 

Nur Afiqa Abdul Halim 

 

 

 

This study investigates the relationship of vocabulary learning strategies and reading comprehension 

of ESL Year 5 pupils from a primary school in Kinta district. In addition, this study seeks to find the 

contribution of vocabulary learning strategies for reading comprehension. There are three different 

categories of vocabulary learning strategies including cognition, determination, and memory. In order 

to investigate the variables, 30 ESL year 5 pupils from a primary school in Kinta district were chosen 

based on convenience sampling. The data were collected by using Schmitt’s vocabulary learning 

strategies questionnaire (VLSQ) adapted from Bennett (2006) and reading comprehension test. 

Descriptive statistics (means and standard deviation) and stepwise multiple regressions were used to 

analyze the data. The results from the descriptive statistics show that ESL Year 5 pupils from a primary 

school in Kinta district used determination strategy most frequently and memory strategy least 

frequently. The findings of this study led to some suggestions to enhance pupils’ vocabulary learning 

to improve their English language learning. It is also suggested that in order to further validate the 

general conclusions of the current study, more specific ethnographic research needs to be done in 

future studies. 

 

Key terms: vocabulary learning strategy; reading comprehension; strategy 
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Determining the Construct of the Reading Motivation that  

Motivates the Pupils of Year 6 Sk Wira Jaya to Read 

Fatin Nur Syafawani Mohd Soupi 

 

 

 

Reading is an important language skill for the second language (L2) learners. Besides gaining new 

information, reading is also a medium to link and extend the prior knowledge to a new one. According 

to Komiyama (2013), reading is positively related to motivation. Thus, in order to raise the awareness 

and help the pupils to build interest in reading, there is a need to figure out the factors that motivates 

the pupils to read and encourage them to read frequently. This survey was done to investigate about 

the motivation of reading and the construct that motivated the pupils the most to read among Year 

6 pupils of SK Wira Jaya. The participants of this survey consist of 30 pupils from Year 6 Intelek. The 

instruments used is the Motivation of Reading Questionnaire (MRQ) by Wigfield and Guthrie, which 

contains 11 items with a total of 53 questions. The findings of the research were analysed using simple 

statistics such as average and mean. The result shows the construct that motivated the pupils the most 

to read is the Competition of Reading, followed by Reading for Grades and Reading Efficacy. 

 

Key terms: reading skill, reading awareness, reading interest, motivational factors 

 

 

Fatin Nur Syafawani binti Mohd Soupi is a student teacher from IPGK Ipoh. Being a pleasure reading buff and 

an English novel enthusiast herself, she has so much interest in reading and believes that reading does a 

significant roles in mastering the English language especially for the L2 learners. Thus, she has a keen interest in 

figuring out the pupils’ motivation to read so that it can be used to prompt the pupils’ to read more and 

eventually increasing their proficiency in English. 
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Chambers of Secret (ChaoS) 

Nur Hidayah Fadillong 

 

 

 

This action research used Chambers of Secret (ChaoS) to enhance the higher order thinking skills (HOTs) 

of Year 5 pupils in a primary school in Perlis. It aims to determine the effectiveness of this innovation in 

helping pupils to enhance the HOTS by understanding the text more effectively. This research made 

use of three data collection methods:  interview, document analysis, and an observation checklist. The 

findings of this action research reveal that using the innovation of ChaoS worked well with the pupils. 

The results of pre-and-post-tests show the pupils progressed positively after the intervention. The findings 

from document analysis also prove that pupils progressed in terms of answering the given HOTs 

question and they were able to answer questions based on the read texts and the instructions given 

after the treatment. The observational checklist’s findings reveal that pupils could actually unlock all 

the locks by solving all the puzzle problems based on the texts, images, and clues provided on the 

one-page Google Site. The findings also show that the pupils were able to participate and respond 

during provided time. It proves that when the pupils understood the texts, they were able to participate 

actively in the engaging game. The strength of the research is the involvement of the low proficiency 

pupils in learning the target language. Even though they were weak in language, they managed to 

show improvement in reading comprehension. The limitation of this research is the focus was limited to 

only one theme. 

 

Key terms: Chambers of Secret (ChaoS), higher order thinking skills (HOTs), puzzle problems, Google 

Site 

 

 

Nur Hidayah binti Fadillong is a student teacher from IPGK Perlis. She is very eager to investigate the ways to 
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(ChaoS) as an effort to aid the pupils to understand text better. 

 

 

 

 

  

U17 

Abstract 

 Biodata 
 



   

67 

 

 

NRCELE 2019 

The Use of Storyjumper to Aid Reading Comprehension  

Among Year 3 ESL Primary Classroom 

Aimi Nursyafiqah Md Daud 

 

 

 

The reading comprehension has been the utmost important receptive skill in acquiring the language 

throughout the years. Nevertheless, there are more pupils spending more time to comprehend reading 

texts and facing difficulties in answering comprehension questions.  Hence, there is a need to conduct 

a study to investigate the use of Storyjumper to aid reading comprehension among Year 3 ESL 

classroom. 10 intermediate learners from Year 3 had been chosen based on the criteron in common: 

reading comprehension difficulty. The data of this study was collected using diagnostic tests, interview, 

and observation checklist.  The findings of the study show that the use of Storyjumper was effective to 

improve Year 3 pupils’ reading comprehension.   

 

Key terms: reading comprehension, Storyjumper, primary ESL classroom, Year 3 

 

 

Aimi Nursyafiqah binti Md Daud is a student teacher from IPGK Ipoh.  She is passionately interested in 

investigating the use of Storyjumper to aid Year 3 ESL primary classroom in acquiring reading comprehension 

skill towards a better acquisition in English Language. 
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Using ''Powerpoint Stories'' to Enhance Year 3 Pupils'  

Ability to Write Simple Past Tense Sentences 

Arahul Singh Autar Singh 

 

 

 

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether by using ''PowerPoint Stories'' can enhance Year 3 

pupils' ability in writing simple past tense sentences. The participants of this action research consist of 1 

class of 29 Year 3 pupils from national type primary school in Penang. The research focus is the problem 

in writing simple past tense sentences faced by the pupils. The research on the treatment ''PowerPoint 

Stories'' adopts Kemmis & McTaggart (1988)’s action research as the framework. The research 

questions are: Can "PowerPoint Stories" enhance Year 3 pupils' ability to write simple past tense 

sentences? and How can "PowerPoint Stories" help Year 3 pupils to write simple past tense sentences? 

The findings for RQ 1 are pupils could write simple past tense sentences and "PowerPoint Stories" could 

enhance pupils ability in writing simple past tense sentences. For RQ 2, it was found that pupils' interest 

and motivation in their learning were enhanced. The implication for English language education is that 

"PowerPoint Stories" is a good way to teach pupil's grammar as it will change their perception towards 

learning grammar into an interesting and fun experiences. 

 

Key terms: powerpoint stories, simple past tense sentences, writing 
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I-TBLT Booklet: A Technique to Improve Year 3 Pupils’ Ability in  

Writing Simple Past Tense Sentences 

Norhajriati Abd Rashid 

 

 

 

Writing is a non-linear, exploratory, and generative process whereby writers discover and reformulate 

their ideas as they attempt to convey the meaning. Therefore, learners especially the young one will 

need ample time to develop their writing skills since it is a challenging skill that requires continuous 

practices. This action research aims to investigate the use of Task-Based Language Teaching 

approach, known as i-TBLT Booklet technique, in improving the ability in constructing simple past tense 

sentences among the Year 3 pupils. This study was conducted in a Malaysian primary ESL classroom of 

24 pupils: 10 boys and 14 girls. i-TBLT booklet was used to help the pupils to construct simple sentences 

focusing on the use of simple past tense through the use of tasks such as writing a story and mini diary. 

Quantitative data was obtained from score analysis while qualitative data was obtained from semi-

structured interviews with pupils and the teacher’s reflective journals. The quantitative data from the 

score analysis indicates that majority of pupils had improved their performance in constructing simple 

past tense sentences based on the mean score and increment of pupils’ individual score. In addition, 

the findings also reveal that the use of i-TBLT booklet stimulated their enjoyment and motivation to write 

sentences, improved sentence construction ability through cooperative learning and aided their 

learning through systematic teaching strategies. Future studies are recommended to examine the 

other aspects of i-TBLT booklet technique such as varying the types of tasks to improve pupils’ learning. 

 

Key terms: task-based language teaching, simple sentence, sentence structure, simple past tense 
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primary ESL classroom. She hopes to improve her teaching practices and knowledge on the teaching of English 

as a second language. 
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Using Colour Coding Method to Improve Year 3 Pupils’ Simple Sentence 

Construction in SVOA Pattern 

Muhammad Azim Azman 

 

 

 

This action research aims to determine the extent to which the use of colour-coding method can help 

to improve Year 3 pupils’ simple sentence construction in SVOA pattern. The research was conducted 

in a school located in Padang Menora in Tasik Gelugor, Pulau Pinang. 25 pupils from Year 3 were 

selected as the research participants. This research was made based on the Kurt Lewin’s model. The 

instruments used to collect the data comprise of tests, interviews, and document analysis. An initial 

survey was conducted to get the initial data. The results obtained show research participants were not 

able to construct simple sentences correctly especially in SVOA pattern. 

 

Key terms: colour-coding, simple sentence, SVOA pattern 
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Using Total Physical Response (TPRr) Technique to Improve  

Year 2 Pupils’ Understanding of Action Verbs 

Wan Aisyah Husna Wan Ahmad Hilmi 

 

 

 

This Action Research aims to identify the impact of using Total Physical Response (TPR) technique to 

improve pupils’ understanding of action verbs. Research participants were Year 2 pupils of national 

school (SK) with average English proficiency level. This research used a mixed method approach of 

collecting data where interviews and lesson observations were qualitative whilst pupils’ worksheet was 

quantitative. The idea of doing action research about the impact of TPR in learning was inspired from 

my experience in previous practicum where pupils learnt best when there is coordination of speech 

and action; teaching language through physical activity. 

 

Key terms: TPR, action verbs, physical activity. 
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Using the Spelling-Go Crossword Puzzle Set to  

Improve Year 4 Pupils’ Ability in Spelling Adjectives 

Yew Wen Wei 

 

 

 

Good written English requires adjectives to communicate meaning and spelling the adjectives 

correctly is vital to ensure the message conveyed is precise. This study aims to improve Year 4 pupil’s 

ability in spelling adjectives using the Spelling-Go Crossword Puzzle Set. Data were collected from 

pupils’ worksheet and semi-structured interview. Pupils’ worksheets were analyzed using Microsoft 

Excel. Themes were derived from the transcribed interview using content analysis technique.  Factors 

that contributed to the effectiveness of Spelling-Go Crossword Puzzle Set in improving pupils’ ability in 

spelling adjectives correctly were discussed. 

 

Key terms: crossword puzzle, spelling, adjectives, pupils 
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Utilizing Riding-A-Van in Enhancing The Writing of Simple Sentences 

Wardatul Ikhwana Mahali 

 

 

 

Writing skill is one of the main language skills proposed in the primary English KSSR document standard 

and assessment curriculum. This study aims to enhance the writing of simple sentences by utilizing the 

intervention of Riding-A-VAN. Riding-A-VAN is a process-based tool that utilizes the open-class words 

of adverbs, verbs, adjectives and nouns to assist the writing of simple sentences. Applying the Kemmis 

and Mctaggart’s 1988 Model, two cycles of action were carried out on 39 pupils who were in the Year 

3 at a primary school in Kota Kinabalu. The two cycles were analysed using the data derived from 

initial survey, observation checklist, semi-structured interview and primarily the students’ writing results. 

In the first cycle, the findings showed that pupils were able to use the words or phrases provided to 

make meaningful simple sentences. Nonetheless, the simple sentences lacked complementary words. 

Consequently, in the second cycle, pupils were able to incorporate suitable complementary words in 

the writing. Pupils who understand the A-VAN displayed more rapid improvement in their performance. 

The implication of this study reveals that the understanding of the open-class words assists the pupils in 

writing meaningful simple sentences. In the interview, the pupils agreed that the intervention is a fun 

approach in learning. 

 

Key terms: Writing simple sentences, open-class words, Riding-A-VAN, 21st Century Learning, fun 

learning. 
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The Use of ‘Galay’ to Enhance Year 4 Pupils’ Participation  

in Daily Conversation 

Nurul Shazwani Mohd Rosdi 

 

 

 

The purpose of the study is to enhance pupils’ participation in daily conversation to extend, accept 

and decline invitation with the use of ‘Galay’ strategy. This intervention helped the participants to use 

and make correct expressions in the conversation. Research participants were three Year 4 pupils from 

DWK national school. They were selected based on their English proficiency level. Data were collected 

from lesson observation, feedback form and document analysis. Findings indicated that the research 

participants have improved their participation in daily conversation. The result showed that ‘Galay’ 

strategy had helped to enhance their participation in daily conversation to extend, accept and 

decline invitation. 

 

Key terms: participation, daily conversation, ‘Galay’ strategy. 
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Using ‘Movie-Cation’ to Improve Year 5 Pupils’ Pronunciation of Words with 

Fricative Consonant /ϴ/ 

Asma Diyana Nasaruddin 

 

 

 

This action research attempts to improve teacher’s classroom teaching in developing pupils’ ability to 

pronounce words with the final voiceless fricative consonant /ϴ/ and consequently improve on their 

spoken language of the English language. This is in line with the KSSR syllabus where fluency is 

emphasised. ‘Movie-cation’ was exploited as a technique to teach for the purposes of intervention. 

This research aimed to answer the question of how the use of ‘Movie-cation’ improve Year 5 pupils’ 

ability in pronouncing words with final voiceless fricative consonant sound /ϴ/. The six participants 

selected for this study were identified based on their difficulties in speaking the target language. Three 

main factors that contribute to speaking difficulties include; the interference of the mother tongue 

language, socioeconomic background and the school culture. The data collection methods utilised 

in this research were participant observation, semi-structured interview and data analysis through 

video recordings. The research findings indicated that teaching that used the intervention ‘Movie-

cation’ during the lessons was able to positively impact four participants in pronouncing words with 

the final voiceless fricative consonant /ϴ/ correctly with marked improvement. Meanwhile, the 

triangulation of the various data revealed that the use of the intervention was unable to impact upon 

two participants or indicate the desired outcomes. This research has great potential to be expanded 

in the teaching of other language skills such as reading and writing skills. The integration of animations 

and visuals is fundamental to capture learners’ attention and engage learners actively during the 

learning process. 
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NRCELE 2019 

Using ‘Colour-Hand Coding’ Technique to Enhance Year 4 Pupils’  

Learning on Subject-Verb Agreement 

Siti Nur Insania Ikhsan 

 

 

 

Subject-verb agreement has always been a problem among Malaysian primary school pupils. Many 

pupils find it a problem to differentiate the singular and plural forms of the subject in sentences.  Due 

to that reason, the form of the verbs used after a subject in a sentence is often incorrect. The 

intervention utilised in this action research is the ‘Colour-Hand Coding’ technique.  This study on four 

Year 4 pupils was made to identify the usefulness of the ‘Colour-Hand Coding’ technique as an 

intervention to enhance the pupils’ learn and correct usage of subject-verb agreement. This research 

utilised Susman’s action research model which comprises of five stages and it was executed for one 

cycle due to time limitation. The instruments used to collect the data for this research were observation 

notes and analysis of pupils’ works. The analyses of data showed an improvement in the participants’ 

learning of subject-verb agreement through the intervention implemented. The findings revealed that 

the participants were able to display understanding of subject-verb agreement based on the work 

they produced.   
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NRCELE 2019 

Using Norm Poster As A Routine To Improve Group Work Activities Among 

Year 4 Pupil’s In The Primary ESL Classroom 

Haniff Fadzil 

 

 

 

The aim of this action research is to examine how group norms can help to improve group dynamics 

during group work activities among year 4 pupils in an ESL classroom. Using the Norm Poster as an 

action, 15 research participants were involved in this study. The Norm Poster consists of five norms 

namely encourage others, sharing opinion with peers, ask others for their ideas, turn taking and do not 

dominate. These five norms were first explained and modelled the expected behavior to ensure pupils 

understand each norm before it was used as a class routine for group activities. Quantitative and 

qualitative data were collected from observation checklist, pupils’ exit tickets, peer feedbacks and 

semi-structured interview. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and content analysis 

technique to answer the research questions. Findings showed that pupils mostly practiced three of the 

five norms during group activities: encourage others, sharing opinions and turn taking. Factors that 

affect their preferences were discussed. Results indicated that the Norm Poster when used as a routine 

procedure for group activities could improve group interactions and cohesion. 
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NRCELE 2019 

Using Colour-Coded Cards to Help Year 4 Pupils Construct Wh-Questions 

Lau Ann Joe 

 

 

 

Constructing questions is an important form of communication. Through questions, children start 

figuring out their world. It is absolutely essential that children understand and be able to ask and answer 

WH questions. Therefore, this action research project aimed to explore how colour-coding cards help 

Year 4 pupils to construct WH-questions. This research was based on Kurt Lewin’s research model. The 

document analysis method was used to analyse pupils’ worksheet. Pupils’ worksheets were collected 

to be analysed and reviewed. The worksheet will be distributed in every lesson of the action 

implementation to check on pupils’ progression. Then, the reflection on the teaching and pupils 

learning after every lesson would be recorded. Reflective journal would be written after every lesson 

to check on pupils’ progression and improvement after the implementation of action. After that, a 

semi-structured interview would be employed to collect data from the pupils on their opinions towards 

the colour-coding cards. The interview would then be audio-recorded and transcribed for analysis. 

 

Key terms: WH-questions, action research, colour-coding cards, interview 
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Using Freeze-Com Game to Help Year 4 Pupils Elaborate Ideas  

in Writing in an ESL Classroom  

Nesa Rajh Jeganathan 

 

 

 

The aim of this action research is to investigate how Freeze-Com Gamecan improve thirty- six Year 4 

pupils’ idea elaboration during writing an essay. Preliminary data from pupils’ essays indicated that 

pupils have problems elaborating ideas when writing an essay. Freeze-Com Game is a combination 

of visuals and verbal cues used during writing. Quantitative and qualitative data were collected from 

pre and post essays, questionnaire, and semi structured interview. Analysis of pre and post essays 

indicated an increase in number of idea elaboration in pupils’ essays after using the Freeze-Com 

Game. Three themes emerged from content analysis of the semi structure interview to explain how the 

Freeze-Com game had helped the pupils to elaborate ideas during writing activity. Data were 

analysed and displayed in the form of graphs and tables for a better interpretation. Future studies are 

recommended in various aspects to help both teachers and pupils during teaching and learning 

process.  
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NRCELE 2019 

Using Colour-Chain Connection Activity in Helping Year 4 Pupils to Construct 

Simple Sentences 

Lee Chian Wen 

 

 

 

English language skills consist of listening, speaking, reading and writing as well as grammar. Among 

these skills, writing is the most important skills in learning a new language. Writing is also related to the 

formation of sentences. Formation of sentences starts from constructing words into sentences, 

sentences into paragraphs and paragraphs into longer composition. Constructing simple sentences is 

important in learning as pupils need to form correct grammatical structure of sentences in order to 

master the ability of constructing complex sentences. Besides, pupils will find that learning is fun if they 

are able to construct correct simple sentence structure as they can link the key words together and 

form a complete sentence.  An action research will be carried out to investigate how the Color-Chain 

Connection activity can help pupils construct simple sentences. Data collected will be analyzed and 

displayed in the form of graphs and tables. 
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Using Wh-Grid To Improve Year 5 Pupils' Idea Elaboration Skill In  

Writing Simple Text 

Natasya Najwa Ahmad Shukri 

 

 

 

Writing skills are the primary tools for communicating knowledge, especially in educational settings. To 

become independent writer, pupils are expected to be able to express idea clearly in writing with the 

teacher’s guidance. The purpose of this study is to investigate whether The WH-Grid can improve  

pupils’ idea elaboration skill when writing simple text. Using Kemmis and Mctaggart Model, 25 Year 5 

pupils participated in this action research. Data were collected from pre- and post- written essays, 

reflective journals and semi-strcutured interview. The results showed an increase in the mean score for  

main points, supporting details and number of words after using the WH-Grid. There was also an 

increase in pupils’ confidence to produce their own writing after using the grid. The findings indicated 

that the Wh-Grid can be used as a tool to improve pupils’ idea elaboration skill and writing coherence. 

Further research is warranted to evaluate the effectiveness of Wh-Grid. 
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NRCELE 2019 

A Survey on the Implications of Using L1 in Malaysian Primary ESL Classroom 

Norazela Adzlyn Jalement 

 

 

 

The practice of using L1 is common in Malaysian primary ESL classroom. This led to the question of how 

this practice would impact English teachers and pupils. Hence, this study investigated the impact of 

teaching using L1 in primary ESL classroom on the teaching and learning process, pupils’ motivation, 

and development of basic language skills, specifically listening and speaking skills that focused on the 

fluency and accuracy of the speech. A set of questionnaire was distributed to 94 English teachers in 

17 national and national-type primary schools in Kulim District, Kedah. The reliability of the 

questionnaire items was established at 0.69. The questionnaire data was analysed using SPSS v.22 

software. In addition, interview sessions were conducted on three English teachers to gain deeper 

understanding on factors that influence their agreement on the implications of the practice. The 

interview data was analysed using thematic analysis. The findings showed that respondents agreed 

that using L1 can scaffold the teaching and learning process and develop pupils’ fluency, had no 

significance on pupils’ motivation but contributed negative impacts on the accuracy of their speech. 

The result also indicated that the attitude of pupils and teachers and the perceptions of teachers 

towards the practice had influenced teachers’ agreement on the implications. The relationships of 

these factors were discussed. Lastly, this study also suggested that pupils’ attitude towards using L1 in 

the English lesson had influenced teachers’ attitude and perceptions that affected their agreement 

on the implications of the practice.    
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NRCELE 2019 

Using Animated Gif to Enhance the Vocabulary Learning of Action Verbs 

among Year 3 Pupils 

Nur Aqilah Ahmad Fadzli 

 

 

 

Vocabulary is the most crucial elements in acquiring a second language. In order to master a 

language, learners have to acquire sufficient number of words for that targeted language. Therefore, 

the technique of teaching and learning vocabulary is emphasized in this study. Based on the current 

study of vocabulary, teachers used variety of techniques and some of them used visual aids to teach 

vocabulary. Using Kemmis & McTaggart action research model, this study aimed to investigate the 

effect of using animated GIF on vocabulary learning of action verbs on 26 Year 3 pupils in a National 

type primary school. Data was collected from pre and post-tests, worksheets and semi-structured 

interview. Findings showed that animated GIF has potential to enhance the learning of action verbs. 

Results indicated that through this techniques, learners acquired positive sentiment towards learning, 

improved their understanding and how the techniques facilitate their process in learning the 

vocabulary of action verbs. 
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Improving Year 3 Pupils Learning of  

Simple Past Tense using Unopoly Game 

Arizatulhidayah Abdullah 

 

 

 

Simple past tense is one of the grammar topics taught to Year 3 pupils. Preliminary data taken from 

teachers’ reflective journals showed that pupils have problems in understanding simple past tense 

rules. Thus the purpose of this action research is to investigate whether the use of UNOPOLY game can 

help to improve teacher’s pedagogical skill and Year 3 pupils’ understanding on simple past tense. 

Data collection methods used in this research were reflective journals, semi-structured interview and 

questionnaire. The reflective journal was to identify the weaknesses during the teaching and learning 

session. Semi-structured interview and questionnaire were carried out to elicit pupils’ opinions about 

the use of UNOPOLY to learn grammar. Data collected were analysed and interpreted to answer the 

research questions.   
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NRCELE 2019 

Promoting Understanding of Words in Context by Using  

Polygame for Year 5 Pupils 

Hamdiana Ossen 

 

 

 

Word can uphold a different meaning if it were to be use in a different context. The purpose of this 

research is to: a) examine the effectiveness of PolyGame in promoting the understanding of words in 

context for Year 5 pupils and b) determine if the pupils in Year 5 are satisfied in using the Polygame in 

their learning. The research was conducted during the second phase of practicum and both 

qualitative and quantitative methods were used to collect data. The methods of collecting data 

were semi structured interview, questionnaire and reflective journals. The reason for the research to 

be done relate to the finding of how the Year 5 pupil have come out with two different meaning 

from the phrase ‘false alarm’. 

 

Key terms: different context, Polygame, pupils, meaning, word 
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Using Grammar Chants as a Tool to Improve the Understanding of 

Prepositions for Year 5 Pupils 

Nurul Syuhadah Mansor 

 

 

 

There were many different approaches suggested to teachers on how to make learning Grammar fun 

and meaningful. Grammar chants is one of those approaches that can be used to teach many 

different part of speech including prepositions. This action research aimed to investigate whether the 

use of Grammar Chants can improve Year 5 pupils’ understanding of the use of prepositions. This study 

was conducted in a Year 5 classroom consisting 7 boys and 16 girls. The research participants were 

taught prepositions using Grammar chants then assessed by the teacher after the third intervention. 

Data collectiom methods were pupils’ worksheets,questionnaire and semi structured interview. The 

findings showed that pupils improved in understanding the target prepositions after the third 

implementation of the action. It also indicated that the action has helped to enhance pupils’ memory 

and promoted enjoyment and motivation in learning prepositions. 
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Colour Fan: A Tool to Enhance Year 4 Pupils’ Use of Singular  

and Plural Nouns in Sentences 

Nor Aina Ahmad Nazri 

 

 

 

This research paper intended to see the extent of pupils enhancing their ability to use singular and 

plural nouns through the use of Colour Fan. The research was conducted in a Year 4 classroom in a 

national type school in Bukit Mertajam, Pulau Pinang involving 23 average proficiency level of pupils. 

The pre and post-tests, reflective journals, and also interview were used to gather data from the 

participants. The quantitative and qualitative data were collected. Quantitative data analysis 

involved scores counts and percentages while for the qualitative data, reflective journals were 

analysed by using different theme categories. Subsequently, the result of this research indicated the 

positive effects of using Colour Fan as a tool to improve pupils’ use of singular and plural nouns in 

sentences. To conclude, Colour Fan made the grammar learning more fun, meaningful and could also 

improve pupils’ use of singular and plural nouns in sentences. 
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The Use of Brace Map and Hot-Dots to Develop Year 4 pupils’ Higher Order 

Thinking Skills in Reading Comprehension 

Renette Averyl Richard 

 

 

 

This action research aimed to develop higher order thinking skills (HOTS) in reading comprehension 

among Year 4 pupils using an action called Brace map and Hot-Dots. This study was conducted in a 

Malaysian primary class of 34 pupils; 19 boys and 15 girls. First, the Brace map was used to help pupils 

understand the reading text focusing on who, what, why and its moral value. Then, the Hot-Dots were 

conducted as a game to check on the pupils’ HOTS based on the reading text. Bloom’s Revised 

Taxonomy was used as a framework to analyze the HOTS level of the reading comprehension questions 

used in the study. Worksheets were distributed after each lesson and semi-structured was conducted 

to get responses from the pupils regarding the action. Quantitative data was collected from the pupils’ 

worksheets on Lesson 1 and Lesson 2 while qualitative data was collected from semi-structured 

interview with 5 pupils and the teacher’s reflective journals on both lessons. The findings showed that 

the pupils improved in answering HOTS questions in reading comprehension after the second 

implementation of the action. It also indicated that the action helped enhance pupils’ understanding 

and also promoted interest and cooperation in pupils’ learning. 
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Using Songs to Improve Vocabulary among Year 4 Pupils in  

the Primary ESL Classroom 

Elvatasha Felicity Gopining 

 

 

 

Vocabulary is central to language teaching and is of paramount importance to a language learner. 

The purpose of this action research was to examine whether the use of songs can help improve 

vocabulary among Year 4 pupils in the primary ESL classroom. The research participants were mixed-

ability pupils from a national school in Guar Perahu. The action taken involved self-composed lyrics to 

suit the topic taught as well as some simple musical instruments like maracas and ukulele. The data 

collection methods include pre and post-assessment, semi-structured interviews and post-lesson 

reflections. For the pre and post-assessment, the percentages were tabulated and mean were 

counted. Semi-structured interviews and post-lesson reflections were analyzed qualitatively by 

highlighting keywords and forming categories and themes. Despite the pre-post assessment results 

which showed that pupils had made improvement in their vocabulary after having undergone the 

action, there were some conflicting findings as revealed through the reflections and interviews. These 

discrepancies have compelled the researcher to more critical thinking and consequently it was able 

to shed some useful insights into the success and pitfalls of the action taken. 
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Apron Phonics: A Tool to Improve Year 2 Primary School Pupils’  

Learning of Phonics 

Nik Syafrina Nik Mohd Abd Yakil 

 

 

 

This is an action research using Apron Phonics tool to improve learning of phonics among Year 2 

primary school pupils. The research aimed to examine if Apron Phonics tool can help to improve Year 

2 primary school pupils’ learning of phonics and explore how it help to improve pupils’ learning of 

phonics. I am the researcher with 23 pupils. I used three data sources: reflective journals, interview and 

pre and post test. The pupils were divided into three groups, and in pairs, they were required to wear 

different aprons. Based on the pictures shown in the Powerpoint slide, they took turn to combine the 

syllables to form complete words. In pairs, they discussed and helped each other to find the syllables 

and provide the answers. Findings showed that the Apron Phonics tool can help to improve Year 2 

primary school pupils’ learning of phonics. It enhances pupils’ ability to recall and retain the words 

better, promotes pupils’ interest and promotes cooperation among pupils’ in learning phonics. The 

pupils were able to learn and practice the phonics that had been taught as visual aid was provided. 

They also became more motivated and interested to learn when they were engaged in hands-on 

activity. This research has impacted the teaching and learning process, pupils’ learning and 

researcher’s own experience. Future research may be conducted to improve on the process of 

learning phonics using Apron Phonics tool. It should be carried out over a longer period of time to 

thoroughly improve pupils’ learning of phonics. 
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Teachers’ Perceptions of the Importance of Pedagogical Content  

Knowledge in The Teaching Of English 

Felix Fenelon Francis 

 

 

 

Pedagogical Content Knowledge is the ability teachers use to disseminate information to students 

effectively. However, teachers may lack the Pedagogical Content Knowledge in the teaching and 

learning of English. This survey aims to investigate the teachers’ perception of the importance of 

pedagogical knowledge in the teaching and learning of the English language. Non-optionist teachers 

face obstacles to teach English because they lack the pedagogical knowledge in teaching the 

subject. This research looks at the application of 5 elements from the Multiple Intelligences theory by 

Howard Gardner to study the teachers’ perception in the pedagogical knowledge as well as the 

content knowledge in the teaching and learning of English. This survey is conducted in a purposive 

sampling of schools in Jitra, Kedah. The respondents of the research are non-optionists as well as 

optionists. Analysis of the data suggested that there is a divide of perceptions amongst optionist and 

non-optionist teachers. The discussion will look at the need to equip teachers who lack the 

pedagogical knowledge and its implications amongst English language teachers. 

 

Key terms: Multiple Intelligences, Pedagogical Content Knowledge, Perceptions, Optionist, Non-

Optionist 
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Using The Total Physical Response Approach to  

Improve Year 2 Pupils’ Simple Sentence Writing  

Ericksson Jabing Anak Wong 

 

 

 

This research proposal aims to determine whether the use of the Total Physical Response (TPR) 

approach help to improve Year 2 pupils simple sentence writing. Based on my past teaching 

experiences during the practicum, the inability of Year 2 pupils to write simple sentences during writing 

activities in class is the most significant issue that happened in my classroom. An initial survey using 

diagnostic test was conducted and the result of the test taken by the pupils were very poor. Only 2 

pupils out of 28 pupils scored full mark in the diagnostic test. As a result, I sought a way to overcome 

this problem and provide more anticipated learning environment by using the TPR approach.. TPR 

activities such as “Simons says”, mime game and action songs are going to be used as actions in this 

research. These activities can aid the pupils to improve their writing simple sentences consisting of verb 

and noun phrases. Data collection methods for this study are document analysis and reflective 

journals. 
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An Action Research on Using the Magic Link Game to Improve Vocabulary 

Retention Among Year 2 Pupils  

Tan Yee Theng 

 

 

 

Vocabulary is one basic component to develop English as a foreign language. It is found to be the 

core problem to learn language and it plays important roles to support other language skills such as 

listening, speaking reading, and writing. Vocabulary knowledge is seen as so essential that it has been 

described as a prerequisite for successful communication. One of the most difficult aspects of learning 

a second language is the retention of learned vocabularies. Teachers need to know how words are 

remembered and stored in pupils’ minds and how long term memory is organized in order to improve 

their vocabulary. Activities which involve learners in thinking about the words, like using games allow 

learners to remember the target words more easily. The Magic Link Game is used to improve 

vocabulary retention of Year 2 pupils in teaching and learning. The worksheets are going to be 

distributed to Year 2 lower proficiency level pupils and a semi-structured interview session will be carried 

out involving a few respondents to check the pupils’ perceptions and opinions towards the lesson. 

Reflective journals will be written to reflect strengths and weaknesses after every lesson. The scores of 

the worksheets will be tabulated in a bar chart and table. The conversation of the interview will first be 

transcribed. Then, the responses will be analysed and put under relevant theme. 
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Levels of Dependency on First Language (L1) to Acquire Engish in the 

Malaysian Primary ESL Classroom: A Case Study  

Yaashinii Mahendra Raj 

 

 

 

The purpose of this study is to study the levels of dependency on L1 during the acquisition of English 

and how it affects the acquisition of the language. Many pupils use their first language (L1) instead of 

using the English language during the English lesson. This is because the pupils do not use English 

language outside their classroom and it becomes a habit for them to use their L1 in the classroom 

too.The research participants consisted of three Year 5 pupils from a school in Penang. Pupils of 

different levels were selected as participants to observe how pupils of different levels have different 

levels of dependency on their L1 in the acquisition of English.The data for this research was collected 

using an observation checklist, semi-structured interview and a vocabulary test. The result of the 

research shows that being an over-dependent learner barricades the acquisition of English and the 

minimal usage of pupils’ L1, which should be less than 5%, can facilitate the acquisition of English as it 

acts as scaffolder for pupils to become an independent learner.The research provides an insight on 

how over-dependency on L1 can be a barrier in the acquisition of English in the Malaysian primary ESL 

classroom. 
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“Ooa Pizza”: A Technique to Improve Year 3 Pupils’ Use of the  

Correct Order Of Adjectives 

Nik Anis Allia Sahari 

 

 

 

This research aims to create a fun and meaningful grammar learning as a part of English language 

learning by using a language game which is “OOA Pizza”. The purpose of this study was to determine 

to what extent the use of OOA Pizza technique could be effective in improving Year 3 pupils’ ability in 

using the correct order of adjectives in sentences. The research participants consisted of 29 Year 3 

pupils at a government-aided religious school located at Bukit Mertajam, Penang. The data for this 

study was collected by using pre-test and post-test, document analysis of worksheets and a semi-

structured interview. The results illustrated that all the research participants were able to achieve 

significantly higher marks in the post-test as compared to the results obtained in the pre-test. The 

research participants also depicted an increment in the Worksheet 1, Worksheet 2 and Worksheet 3, 

showing their ability in using the technique while the semi-structured interview managed to prove that 

the pupils’ motivation and interest in learning English is raised. The findings of the study proved the 

effectiveness of the OOA Pizza technique to help Year 3 pupils in improving their ability to use the 

correct order of adjectives in sentences. 

 

Key terms: Language Game, Adjectives, Motivation, Interest, Understanding 

 

 

Nik Anis Allia Binti Sahari is a student teacher pursuing her bachelor degree in Teaching of English as a Second 
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doing a research in education as she believes that on-going research would provide an avenue for 

improvement and for a better quality of education. 
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Roll And Write(Raw): A Language Game to Improve Year 4 Pupils’ Ability to 

Construct Sentences 

Khairull Aizad Ismail 

 

 

 

Curriculum and Performance Standard Document (DSKP) of English language for primary school 

emphasizes on 5 modules. One of them is writing skill. Pupils are expected to master sentence 

construction skill at the end of their 6-year of primary schooling. However, many primary pupils remain 

weak in this skill despite learning it for many years (Rashidah, 2005 cited in Nooreiny Maroof and Mazlin 

Murat, 2013). Therefore, an action research was carried out among 27 pupils in a primary school in 

Penang. The research aims to investigate whether Roll and write (RaW) language game can improve 

the Year 4 pupils’ ability in sentence construction and to explore how this language game can improve 

the pupils’ ability in sentence construction. The researcher was a part of the research as the participant 

researcher along with 14 boys and 13 girls as research participants. The utilised research methods were 

pre-test and post-test, worksheets and semi-structured interviews. The RaW language game 

encouraged collaborative writing among pupils. Pupils were shown on how to construct sentences 

with the aid of power-point slides and the teacher would model the sentence construction. Then, they 

had to get in their assigned group, roll two dices, write words from the guide based on the number of 

dices and collaborate to come up with the third word. Therefore, they had to form a sentence based 

on the given rule and repeat the game in the allocated time. The topics used to model sentence 

construction were based on Year 4 textbook topics. Findings indicated that by using RaW language 

game, pupils were able to improve their sentence construction ability. 

 

Key terms: RaW language game, sentence construction, DSKP, collaboration 
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ESL Student Teachers’ Multiple Intelligences and Their Classroom Practice in 

Selected Institute of Teacher Education 

Izzryn Afiqah Slamat 

 

 

 

The purpose of this study is to identify the Multiple Intelligence profile among student teachers as well 

as to determine the classroom activities that has been conducted in the primary ESL classroom during 

their three-month teaching practice period in selected Institute of Teacher Education (ITE) in Malaysia. 

A cross-sectional survey design was utilized and 65 respondents were selected as the study population. 

This research employs questionnaires as its prime instrument for data collection and uses a descriptive 

analysis method to evaluate the findings of the data. Results show that most student teachers are 

dominant in Intrapersonal Intelligence (68.2%), and, contrastively, only a small amount of student 

teachers are dominant in Naturalist Intelligence (35.1%). The findings also indicate that student 

teachers conduct the Verbal-Linguistic based classroom activities (69.7%) which is the most than any 

other type of Intelligences. 

 

Key terms: Student teachers, Multiple Intelligence, Classroom practice, primary ESL classroom, Institute 

of Teacher Education (ITE) 
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A Survey of Factors Affecting Trainee Teachers’ Learning the English 

Language in Teacher Education Institute of Tuanku Bainun Campus 

Nur Faten Nadhirah Mazlan 

 

 

 

This study examined the factors affecting the trainee teachers’ learning the English language in 

Institute of Teacher Education Tuanku Bainun Campus through a survey. Data was collected using two 

methods, one through questionnaire and the other one was through online interview via the WhatsApp 

application. The questionnaire was divided into two parts which were about student-related factors 

and lecturer-related factors. The result from the questionnaire showed that most of the trainee teachers 

strongly agreed that they learn English because they realized that English language is very useful in the 

future. Besides, they also strongly agreed that they learn the English language by using a variety media 

such as YouTube, songs or games. In conclusion, the findings indicated that these students are more 

driven by the instrumental motivation and being young adults in digital era, they have preferences for 

learning online via informal means. 

 

Key terms: survey, factors affecting learning of English, trainee teachers, young adults learning English 
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Using Reading Aloud Technique to Improve Pupils’ Pronunciation in  

Acquiring Second Language Among Pupils in a Primary School  

in Sungai Petani, Kedah. 

                           Pavithira Sivasubramaniam 

 

 

 

Reading aloud is a vital part in learning a language especially when acquiring the second language. 

According to Gibson (2005), teacher uses reading aloud method as a practise to improve the pupils’ 

pronunciation. The main purpose of the study was to determine the effectiveness of “Reading Aloud” 

activity that enhance the pupils’ problem on their pronunciation. The data of this study will be 

collected through the pre-test and post-test, observations and interviews. In short, reading aloud 

enhances the pupil’s pronunciation in acquiring the second language. 

 

Key terms: Reading aloud, pronunciation, second language acquisition 
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Improving Year 4 Pupils’ Note Expansion Skills Using WH-Questions 

Wong Chu Hui 

 

 

 

English Language is a compulsory subject taught as a second language in Malaysia’s primary and 

secondary schools. Among the language skills, writing is the most difficult skill for the second language 

learners to master as they need to write with well-developed organization skills and apply the 

grammatical and lexical features of language (Brown, 2010). According to Puspitasari (2017), when 

pupils are required to do narrative writing, pupils had problems in generating and expressing their ideas 

in written language. As a form of guided narrative writing, note expansion exercise provides pupils with 

a series of three or four pictures with some guide words. Pupils are encouraged to use all the words 

given when writing a description for the pictures. However, with all the guidance given, pupils are still 

facing difficulties in describing the pictures in detail. Pupils faced problems in using all the words 

provided to generate ideas for their writing, such as places, time and names. Pupils were confused 

about what they must write or even how they should start to write. To enhance pupils’ note expansion 

skills, I decided to use WH-questions in stimulating pupils’ thinking skill. WH-Questions can be used to 

prompt pupils’ thinking. It helps in enabling pupils to seek information, generate ideas for sentences 

and to organize the sentences in paragraphs (Mas Aida Abd Rahim et al., 2017). 

 

Key terms: Wh-Questions , Writing , Note-Expansion , Generate Ideas 
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Improving Year Three Pupils’ Reading Comprehension Through the Multiple 

Intelligences-Based Interactive Powerpoint 

Lim Jie Yik 

 

 

 

In the teaching and learning of English as Second Language, the acquisition of the four language skills, 

which includes listening, speaking, reading and writing are considered fundamentally essential. 

However, reading is by far one of the most important skills for pupils to master. Unfortunately, the 

reading habit among Malaysians is still at a very low and critical level. As evidence, the National 

Literacy Survey carried out by the National Library in 2005 reported that Malaysians still read an 

average of two books a year which is very alarming (New Straits Time, 2014). Similarly, the education 

system in Malaysia also faces the issue of reading incompetency among pupils. According to Mohd 

Mokhtar Tahar, Hasnah Toran, Mohd Hanafi Mohd & Safani Bari (2010), this situation occurred because 

of failure in the early stages of reading. Without being addressed properly, incompetency in reading 

may impacted pupils’ development negatively. Therefore, in this action research, I decided to use 

Multiple Intelligences-Based Interactive PowerPoint to improve Year 3 pupils’ reading comprehension. 

This is because Multiple-Intelligences Interactive PowerPoint can be a wonderful tool to help teachers 

to design lessons in a way to meet pupils’ different learning styles like visual, kinesthetic and audio. The 

use of this action will be investigated through reflective journal, worksheets and semi-structured 

interview that will be conducted with the selected pupils. 

 

Key terms: Reading Comprehension, Multiple Intelligences, Interactive PowerPoint 
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Using ‘The Transform Wheel’ Technique to Enhance Pupils’ Ability in  

Using ‘-s’ or ‘-Ies’ in Words to Form the Plural Forms  

Among Year 2 Pupils 

                             Iman Najiha Ibrahim 

 

 

 

This research aims to create a fun and meaningful grammar learning as a part of English language. A 

research on using ‘The Transform Wheel’ technique to enhance pupils’ ability in using ‘-s’ or ‘-ies’ in 

words to form the plural forms was conducted. This research was conducted in a national school 

located in sub-urban area in Bukit Mertajam. The research participants were Year 2 pupils with an 

average level of English proficiency from a mixed ability classroom. The data of this research were 

collected using pupil’s worksheets, semi-structured interview and reflective journal done by teacher 

for every lesson. The data was analysed accordingly. The result shows that the pupils’ ability had been 

improved from the data collected using pupils’ worksheet. Semi-structured interview and reflective 

journal managed to prove that the action can raise pupils’ interest. 

 

Key terms: Fun, Grammar, Technique, Average, Improved 
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Using the Wh-EEL to Enhance the Ability to Answer Wh-Questions  

Among Year 4 Pupils 

Nurshuhada Mohd Nasir 

 

 

 

The main purpose of this action research was to explore the use of the Wh-EEL to enhance Year 4 

pupils’ ability to answer Wh-Questions. The research questions were: 1) Can the WH-eel help to 

enhance the ability to answer Wh-Questions among Year 4 pupils? 2) How can WH-eel help to 

enhance the ability to answer Wh-Questions among Year 4 pupils? The research participants involved 

was a class of Year 4 pupils enrolled in a national typed school in Seberang Perai Tengah. The action 

taken was the Wh-EEL technique which employed the use of pictures and keywords to facilitate pupils’ 

understanding in differentiating Wh-Question words “what” , “why” “where” and “how”. Data was 

collected from pupils’ worksheets, semi-structured interview and teacher’s reflective journals. Data 

analysis was done quantitatively for the worksheets and qualitatively for the other two. The findings 

indicate that the Wh-EEL can help to enhance the Year 4 pupils’ ability to answer Wh-Questions by 

motivating them to learn English, helping them to differentiate between Wh-Questions words and 

promoting collaborative learning. 

 

Key terms: Action research, Wh-Questions, reading comprehension, primary school pupils 
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Using Videos to Help Improve Year 4 Pupils’ Range of Vocabulary (Nouns) 

Elvivien Juannis 

 

 

 

The purpose of this study was to see whether the use of videos would help improve the range of 

vocabulary amongst Year-4 pupils, mainly pertaining to common nouns. I used Kemmis and 

McTaggart’s model as the methodology of my study. Convenient samplings were used to attain my 

samples as I carry out the second phase of my practicum. The kind of data that I will collect will be of 

interviews from both respondents and teachers, and also the analysis of documents from the 

respondents. As for the instrument, I would use interview questions and also vocabulary tests. 

Key terms: video, vocabulary, common nouns, vocabulary test 
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Barriers In Collaborative Learning Among Year 4 English Learners  

In SJK(T) XXX Sungai Petani, Kedah 

Lavanyaa K. Subramaniam 

 

 

 

Collaborative learning enhances pupils’ learning. This study was conducted to investigate the barriers 

in collaborative learning among the Year 4 English pupils in one of the Tamil primary schools in Sungai 

Petani, Kedah. Both qualitative and quantitative methods were utilized to in this case study. 15 girls 

and 15 boys were randomly chosen from the Year 4 pupils to answer the questionnaire. The 

questionnaire consists of 8 statements related to collaborative learning. From the questionnaire, the 

barriers in collaborative learning are determined. An observation is also carried out to analyse the 

pupils’ behavior and degree of collaboration which contribute to the barriers in collaborative learning. 

The pupils were divided into 6 groups where each group consists of 5 pupils for the classroom task. 

Through the observation, all the groups were analysed regarding to the strengths, weaknesses and 

suggestions to improve collaborative learning in the observation form. Document analysis was also 

done upon pupils’ work to identify their progress or problems in collaborative learning tasks. Moreover, 

this study was also carried out to provide teachers’ the information on problems faced by the pupils in 

collaborative learning so they can identify them easily and sort out the problems faced.  

Key terms: collaborative learning, pupils’ behaviour, document analysis 
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An Action Research on Using Pop-up Dictionary in Improving Vocabulary 

Understanding Among Year 5 Pupils 

Nur Syakiarh Abdul Halim 

 

 

 

This action research is based on my practical experience in a national school located in Pulau Pinang. 

The research problem revolved on pupils’ lack of vocabulary understanding. Most of the time, pupils 

cannot understand what they read since they do not understand the meaning of the words. This 

problem affects the whole teaching and learning process and consequently, affects the pupils’ 

achievement too. The research question was on how can pop-up dictionary help to improve the 

vocabulary understanding among the Year 5 pupils. The aim of this research was to improve the pupils’ 

vocabulary understanding in reading using pop-up dictionary as it is really important for the pupils to 

understand the meaning of the words in order to comprehend the text. The scope of this research was 

the Year 5 pupils. Both qualitative and quantitative methods were utilized for the data collection of this 

research. The findings of this research will contribute to the existing knowledge gained from previous 

researchers such as Nutthida and Nutprapha (2016) and Majed (2016). However, the difference would 

be in term of context which is, this research is in the Malaysian context among the Year 5 pupils. The 

implications of this research can help improve the pupils’ vocabulary understanding in reading. 

Moreover, it can help me to gain experience and to improve on my ability to teach vocabulary to the 

pupils. In addition, it will be beneficial for teachers who want to teach vocabulary at primary schools 

to use this research in improving their teaching and learning. 

Key terms: action research, vocabulary understanding, pop-up dictionary, Year 5 pupils 
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A Survey on Year 5 Pupils’ Use of Oral Communication Strategy  

for Learner-Learner Interaction 

Aqilah Mohd Hatta 

 

 

 

It was discovered that the main problem faced by pupils was the lack of proficiency, 

communication skills and confidence in using the English language. Therefore this study was to do a 

survey on the use of Oral Communication Strategy among the Year 5 pupils for learner-learner 

interaction. The participants consisted of 97 Year 5 pupils from a suburban school which is located in 

Permatang Pasir, Permatang Pauh, Penang. The data for this study was collected by using 

questionnaires and semi-structured interview. The results showed that majority of the pupils preferred 

to use Domain 5 Message Reduction and Alteration as the mostly used strategy while Domain 7 

Message Abandonment as the least preferred strategies. The interview indicated that pupils used the 

strategies to make themselves better understood and for an easy communication flow. The findings 

of this study could help stakeholders to plan ahead on effective teaching and learning English 

language particularly in speaking skill. This study also discussed the importance and the significance 

of Oral Communication Strategies in speaking development which can pave ways for future 

research. 

Key terms: Oral Communication Strategy (OCS), Language Learning Strtegies (LLSs), domains 
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Improving Year 4 Pupils’ Simple Sentence Construction by Using the 

‘Rearrange & Write’ Technique 

Sherelyn Masail 

 

 

 

This action research was aimed to improve the simple sentence construction among the Year 4 

pupils by using the ‘Rearrange & Write’ technique. Writing skill is one of the most important skills 

nowadays either in education or career life. However, based on my past teaching experience, some 

of my pupils were still lacking in this skill. They were confused about the sentence structure and the 

word orders were all in a jumbled-up form.  So, in this research, I had focused on the simple sentence 

construction as it is the basic structure in sentence construction. For the research implementation, the 

Kemmis and McTaggart’s research model would be used which involves the process of planning, 

action, observation and reflection. The data of this study would be collected by using the semi-

structured interview and document analysis. The data would be analysed quantitatively using the 

descriptive statistics and also qualitatively using the content analysis.  

Key terms: writing, simple sentence construction, sentence structure, technique 
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Mastering the Concept of Singularity and Plurality of Nouns  

Through Children Songs 

Syarimazni Mohd Razali 

 

 

 

The main problem discussed in this study was to determine whether the use of children songs can be 

effective in teaching the concept of singularity and plurality of nouns to Year 3 pupils. The objective 

was to find out whether children songs could help to improve the Year 3 pupils’ understanding on the 

concept of singularity and plurality of nouns and to examine how children songs helps in teaching 

the concept of singularity and plurality of nouns among Year 3 pupils. This study used action research 

methods which consists of four steps; planning, acting, observing, and reflecting. The data collection 

method used in this research was reflective journal, semi-structured interview and a survey. The 

reflective journal was used to identify the weaknesses during the teaching and learning session. Then, 

a semi-structured interview session would be carried out involving a few respondents. After that, a 

questionnaire would be distributed to all the participants. The data from the interview would be 

audio recorded and transcribed to be analysed while the data collected from the questionnaires 

would be analysed using Microsoft Excel and the table or graph would be constructed based on the 

results gained. 

Key terms: singularity and plurality of nouns, children songs, reflective journal 
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The Last Man Standing Game: The Influence In Year 4 Pupils’  

Confidence In Speaking 

Farah Sofea Binti Razali 

 

 

 

The purpose of this action research is to determine the influence of “The Last Man Standing Game” 

to Year 4 pupils’ confidence in speaking. I plan to use Kemmis and McTaggart’s model as the 

research methodology. The 3 samples will be chosen using the purposive convenient sampling as the 

research will be carried out in the class I teach during my second phase of teaching practice in 

Semester 7. The data that I will collect consist of interviews of the respondents and teacher, 

observation and the analysis of documents from the respondents. The instruments that I will use are 

interview questions, observation notes and reflective journals. It is hoped that this research will 

provide an insight into the impact of “Last Man Standing Game” to Year 4 pupils’ confidence in 

speaking in an ESL classroom. 

Keywords:  The Last Man Standing Game, confidence, speaking, language game 
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An Action Research in Encouraging Year 5 Pupils To Use English Language 

Using English Pop Songs 

Tan Lit Han 

 

 

 

 

Listening and speaking skills are two major components in English language. Without an English-rich 

environment, pupils cannot achieve any fluency in English, especially for pupils in Primary Chinese 

Vernacular Schools. In the class, the pupils tend to speak Mandarin language during the English lesson. 

This is because of the pupils’ background, Mandarin language influences, the school medium of 

instruction and the Chinese culture which limited the pupils deeply immerse in English language. 

Therefore, an action using three different English pop songs will be implemented inside English lessons. 

This is to examine that English pop songs can encourage pupils to use more English and reduce the 

tendency of pupils in speaking Mandarin. Additionally, pop songs can also motivates pupils to learn 

English language, by exposing them to stress, tone, rhythm and intonation in speaking English. The 

pupils can acquire English vocabulary through singing pop songs and increase their confidence in 

speaking. In order to gather data, the lessons will be recorded and analysed using observation 

checklist. In addition, I will analyse my reflective journals for each lesson after each lesson to look into 

elements that indicate pupils’ confidence in speaking. The data collected will be backed up with a 

semi-structure interview where the interviews will be transcribed to check on their responses which 

supports pupils’ confidence in speaking. The data collected would be triangulated to describe the 

impact of pop songs pupils’ confidence in speaking. 

 

Key terms: pop songs,confidence, speaking 
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MELTA AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION RESEARCH 

The Research and Development Bureau is responsible for the organization of the annual MELTA 

International Research Conference in English Language Education. This conference is an initiative by 

MELTA that supports the Ministry of Higher Education’s vision for Malaysia to become a centre of 

excellence for higher education. Its main aim is bring together key figures in English Language 

Education from the various Institutions of Higher learning both locally and internationally to present 

their thoughts and views on significant areas of their research. It also provides graduate students with 

the opportunity to present their work in a conducive environment with fellow graduate students 

working in similar research areas and facing similar challenges. An important feature of the conference 

is the competition for the MELTA Awards for Excellence in English Language Education Research. All 

presentations are judged by a team of experts in English Language Education for their significance in 

contributing to charting new avenues for scholarship in English Language Education.  

 

Award winners of NRCELE 2019 are announced at the closing of the conference.  Award recipients 

will receive:  

• A certificate of recognition 

• A confirmed  presentation slot at the next MELTA  MIRCELE 2019 conference 

• Fee waiver for the next MELTA MIRCELE 2019 conference  

• A one-year FREE MELTA membership 

 

 

Important note : 

All poster presentations which do not comply to the rules of the competition will be disqualified. 
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